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OFFICIAL DOCUMENT. 


REPORT 


OF THE 


SECRETARY OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS 


COMMUNICATION. 


Department of Internal Affairs, 


Harrisburg, January 30, 1914. 


To His Excellency, John H. Tener, 
Governor of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 


Sir: In compliance with the requirements of the laws of the 
Commonwealth, I have the honor to present you herewith for trans- 
mission to the General Assembly, Parts I and ITI of the annual 
report of this Department for the fiscal year ending November 30, 
1913, covering the following named subjects: 


Part I, Land Office. 
Boundary Lines. 
Part II, Assessments. 
Taxes. 
Very Respectfully, 
HENRY HOUCK, 


Secretary of Internal Affairs. 
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ORGANIZATION OF DEPARTMENT. 


The Department of Internal Affairs, as organized under the acts 
of 1903 and 1911, consists of five bureaus, designated as follows: 
Land Office and Boundary Line Monuments. 

Assessments and Taxes. 
Industrial Statistics. | 
Railroads, Canals, Telegraphs and Telephones. 

5. Bureau of Standards. 

A record of the business of the Department is published in five 
parts, bound in four volumes: 

Parts I and IJ, Land Office, Boundary Lines, Assessments and 
Taxes. 

Part III, Industrial Statistics. 

Part IV, Railroads, Canals, Telegraphs and Telephones. 

Part V, Bureau of Standards. 
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DEPARTMENT OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 


OFFICERS, CLERKS AND EMPLOYES. 


Secretary of Internal Affairs—Henry Houck, Lebanon, Lebanon county. 


Deputy Secretary of Internal Affairs—James H. Craig, Altoona, Blair county. 


717 North Second Street. 
Chief Clerk—Thomas Perry, Wheatland, Mercer county. 


. 5 220 Crescent Street. 
Stenographer—Miss Stella L. Foote, Wattsburg, Erie county. 


: . 1408 State Street. 
Messenger—Uriah G. Kreider, Lebanon, Lebanon county. | 


Watchman—Iseiah D. Winters, Harrisburg, Dauphin county. 
406 Spring Avenue. 


BUREAU OF INDUSTRIAL STATISTICS. 


Chief of Bureau—John L. Rockey, Lebanon, Lebanon county. 


Stenographer—Miss E. M. B. Fisenhart, York, York county. 
1601 North Second Street. 


BUREAU OF RAILWAYS. 


Acting Chief of Bureau—Monroe H. Kehler, Shenandoah, Schuylkill county. 


: . , Moe ; 1424 State Street. 
Stenographcr—Miss Nellie FE. Blessing, Harrisburg, Dauphin county. 


106 South Street. 


LAND OFFICE BUREAU. 


Chief Draftsman and Surveyor—John H. Campbell, Uniontown, Fayette county. 
: 24 Cumberland Street. 
Draftsmen—Robert O. Stuckenrath, Meadville, Crawford county. 
; 18038 Market Street. 
W. A. Moore, Curwensville, Clearfield county. 
; ; 37 North 17th Street. 
George S. Canning, Waterford, Erie county. 
; ; : 224 Maclay Street. 
Search Clerk—George F. Ross, Harrisburg, Dauphin county. 
7 ‘ 1 South Front Street. 
Bookkeeper—Edward B. Diven, Landisburg, Perry county. 
Commercial Rank Bldg. 
Compare Clerks—George W. Rhoads, Herndon, Northumberland county. 
212 Muench Street. 
J. R. Beebe, Montrose, Susquehanna county. 
; £22 North I8th Street. 
Drafting Clerks—James J. Farnan, Chester, Delaware county. 
19 North Fifth Stroet. 
John C. Gates, Ebensburg, Cambria county. 
1839 Market Strect. 
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BUREAU OF STANDARDS. 


Chief of Bureau—James Sweeney, Arnot, Tioga county. 
1 South 18th Street. 
Assistant—George B. Marquart, Lebanon, Lebanon county. is 


BUREAU OF ASSESSMENTS AND TAXES. 


Clerks—S. H. Lemon, Hollidaysburg, Blair county. 
117 Sylvan T ; 
Max Hi. Matthes, Lebanon, Lebanon county. PE ae trete 
1824 State Street. 


DRAFTING CLERKS AND EMPLOYES UNDER GENERAL APPROPRIA- 
TION ACT. 


Charles Boyd, Ashland, Schuylkill county. 
26 South 18th Street. 
Thomas B. T. Baldwin, Chadds Ford, Delaware county. 
. Camp Hill, Cumberland Co. 
Charles F. Chidsey, Jr., Easton, Northampton county. 
1725 State Street. 
John O. Jackson, Franklin, Venango county. - 
#9 South 18th St. 
Edwin T. Trego, Harrisburg, Dauphin county. 
1724 Penn Street. 
Garrett Sutton Wall, Monongahela City, Washington county. 
224 Woodbine Strect. 
Robert Harner, New Holland, Lancaster county. 
1506 State Street. 
George D. Frey, Newville, Cumberland county. 


C. H. Hertzog, Mertztown, Berks county. 
sch ok? 1129 North Sixth Street. 
William D. Rhoades, Phoenixville, Chester county. 
1129 North Sixth Street. 
Miss Inez Carroll, Dunbar, Fayette county. 
; . : 238 Kelker Street. 
Miss Clara B. Mitchell, Indiana, Indiana county. 
1010 North Sixteenth Street 
Miss Jean Fahrney, Harrisburg, Dauphin county. 
1221 State Street 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 


_ The current business of the Land Office Bureau for the fiscal 

vear ending November 30, 1913, is given in detail in the following 
classified statement of work done and moneys received and paid 
into the State Treasury: 


476 copies of drafts of surveys made and sent out, .... $476 00 
ooo copies of patents made and sent out, ............ 305 00 
92 copies of warrants made and sent out, .......... 46 00 

37 copies of applications made and sent out, ...... 18 50 

114. seaTChes, acis. peeve ewe de See OSE We Meeee bes 28 50 
37 connected drafts embracing 200 tracts, ......... 150 00 

11 new warrants issued for vacant lands, ........ 448 40 

28 patents issued, .............. id ged tt Aah celts Ut 393 19 

97 copies of miscellaneous papers, ................ 110 00 

TOU: -ciersteiacs dacacew eons seaNly $2,025 59 


COPYING WORK. 


The copying of the old warrants of the several counties of the 
State was begun during this year, under the provisions of the Act 
of Assembly of February 16, 1833, and notwithstanding a very ma- 
terial reduction of the force of clerks, which was made necessary by 
the withholding of part of the appropriation for this work, at the 
close of the year it was found that 6,168 warrants had been copied, 
corrected and bound in paged volumes, which will protect them 
for many years and make them more easily available for reference. 

This work is necessarily slow, as these warrants are broken where 
folded and in many cases the written lines fall in these broken 
places, which make them difficult to decipher. Often, also, the 
copyists are assigned to the execution of pressing current work, 
such as tracing copies of road and railroad maps, copies of single 
surveys and connected maps of warrants when ordered by attorneys 
and litigants in different counties of the Commonwealth. 

In addition to this work, the copying of several of the most used 
and worst worn Warrant Registers was commenced, and when the 
year closed some of these Registers were completed and bound and 
several others were very nearly completed. 10,800 items were en- 
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tered during the year by one clerk and two others entered but few 
less. Many of these items of entry had been omitted from the origi- 
nal Warrant Registers and with others had to be supplied by a 
search among the records of the Land Office. The work thus far 
accomplished is very creditable to the clerks employed and these 
new Registers will ver} materially aid those searching for informa- 
tion hereafter. Considering the time employed searching for omit- 
ted data and entering same on the new registers, the total amount 
of work accomplished during the year in this particular line justi- 
fies its continuance until completed. 


WARRANTEE MAPS. 


The work of constructing warrantee maps under authority of the 
Acts of Assembly of June 13, 1907 and May 11, 1911, has been con- 
tinued by a much reduced force of draftsmen, but the results ob- 
tained are of such a nature as to justify the time and money ex- 
pended in this work. 

The field work in the counties of Greene and Allegheny was com- 
pleted some time ago, and the results of this work have been util- 
ized in the construction of the warrants into complete connected 
maps of each township. This work is now about completed on the 
warrantee map of Allegheny county and that of Greene county is 
nearing completion. 

While the work on these counties has been in progress, the prelimi- 
nary drafts of Fayette county have also been completed and will be 
taken up and redrafted for publication. The returns of surveys in 
this county are very irregular and a large majority of them have 
sO many courses and distances that to insure accuracy much time 
and care were required to bring them into proper adjustment to 
each other. 

The amount of work done in this line is very commendable. 


APPLICATIONS FOR VACANT LAND. 


Thirteen applications for vacant land were investigated during 
the fiscal vear just closed, ten of which were accepted and three 
refused. In addition to these, seven applications were filed during 
the year on which investigations are still pending for want of nec- 
essary data. 

Seven applications for islands were investigated, six being granted 
and one refused. These six applications, together with one hundred 
and sixty other applications for islands in the Susquehanna river, 
filed in 1912, are still pending, owing to the refusal of His Excel- 
lency, Governor John K. Tener, to join in the appointment of ap- 





A Oratt ol anrsland made lo 


gccompany (he report of fre Secrelary of (arernal Aftairs ort ttre 
application of Alban L.Mansbarger forawarrant 10 Sur ey ar 


(sland 177 The SUs GUVEAANIIA TIVES. CONITAITIITIFG (25 G°ErChe S$ 
wiltin the tirrits of the fowns/ip of Lower Swotlara and 
County of DQauptury, tiled inthe Oeparlmernt of (rrerria/ 


Ntlatrs wlrider- Aale of SuTré 21-19. ayy 


Chletl Oarls (71a. 








No. 7. SECRETARY OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 11 A. 


praisers for islands in Susquehanna river, in pursuance of his policy 
regarding islands, as set forth in his message to the Legislature of 
1913. 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 


In the matter of the application of Alban IL. Mansbarger. of Mid- 
dletown. Pa., for warrant to survey an unimproved, vacant island, 
| containing 125.6 perches, situated in the Susquehanna river, within 
the limits of Lower Swatara township, Dauphin county, filed in the 
Department of Internal Affairs under date of June 21, 1911. 

In pursuance of the duties imposed upon the Secretary of Inter- 
nal Affairs by the first section of the Act of Assembly approved 
May 3, 1909, I submit the following report of my investigation and 
conclusions as to the question of vacancy of the island described 
in said application: 

After a careful examination of the records of this Department, 
made under my direction, failed to disclose any warrant or other 
office right heretofore granted for an island corresponding to the 
xbove described location, I caused a notice of said application to 
be published for three successive weeks in the Harrisburg Tele 
eraph, commencing with July 11, 1911, in accordance with the law, 
the proof of which publication was duly executed and placed on file 
in this Department on the 14th day of August, 1911. 

A period of more than fifteen months having elapsed since the 
notice was published, and no one having entered a caveat against 
the granting of a warrant, and no one having presented a claim of 
occupation, ownership, or settlement, the presumption is that no 
person other than the applicant has any claim to the island applied 
for in this case. 

In view of the fact that I have failed to find among the records of 
this Department any previous warrant or other office right for the 
island described in this application, and for the further reasons as- 
signed above, I am of the opinion that it is vacant, and I hereby 
direct that a warrant to survey and return a draft of the land for 
patenting be granted to the said applicant in accordance with the 
laws and practice of this office. 


Respectfully submitted, 


HENRY HOUCK. 
Secretary of Internal Affairs. 


(Seal) 
December 4, 1912. 
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In the matter of the application of Estia N. Shipway for warrant 
to survey 56 acres and 139 perches of improved vacant land situated 
in the township of Mann and county of Bedford, filed in the Depart- 
ment of Internal Affairs, under date of December 11, 1912. 

In pursuance of the duties imposed upon the Secretary of Inter- 
na] Affairs by the first section of the Act of Assembly approved the 
third day of May, 1909, I submit the following report on mv investi- 
gation of the question of vacancy of the land described in said ap- 
plication: 

The «uestion of vacancy in this case depends largely, if not al- 
together, upon the relative location of the five following tracts of 
land, as shown on the connected draft hereto attached and made 
part of this report, viz: Charles Huff. warrant dated February 
20, 1794; James Riggs, warrant dated September 28, 1792; Jacob 
Wingert, warrant dated January 30, 1837; James Riggs, warrant 
dated May 6, 1788, and Jonathan Roland, warrant dated August 
11, 1790. 

The last named tract, on its line bearing south 45 degrees west 
28 perches from a grub to a white oak, forms a part of the northern 
boundary of the alleged vacancy. The Charles Huff tract, on a line 
bearing north 824 degrees east 100 perches from a white oak to a 
chestnut oak, also forms a part of and completes the northern 
boundary thereof. The James Riggs tract, on its line bearing north 
G0 degrees west, 86 perches from a white oak to a chestnut oak, forms 
the entire eastern boundary. The Jacob Wingert tract. on its 
line bearing south 59% degrees west 102 perches from a white oak 
to a post, forms the southern boundary, and a part of the line of 
the James Riggs warrant, dated May 6, 1788, bearing north 45 de 
grees west 171 perches from a pine to a post, forms:the western 
boundary, while its next following line bearing south 66 degrees 
west 53 perches, completes the boundary of the alleged vacancy. 

Four of these tracts have no calls for adjoiners where they abut 
on the lines of the part applied for, and the fifth calls for vacant 
land. A careful search among the records of this department fails 
to disclose any warrant or other office right for the land applied for 
in this case. 

From all the evidence now before me, IT am of the opinion that 
the land described in said applieation is vacant, and I therefore 
direct that a warrant be issued to survey and return the same for 
patenting, in accordance with the law and practice of this office. 


Respectfully submitted, 
HENRY HOUCK, 
Secretary of Internal Affirs. 
December 23, 1912. 
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In the matter of the application of Aliff S. Neel for a warrant to 
survey one acre of improved vacant land situated in the township of 
Cumberland and county of Greene, filed in the Department of In- 
ternal Affairs under date of February 6, 1913. 


In pursuance of the duties imposed upon the Secretary of Internal 
Affairs by the first section of the Act of Assembly approved May 3, 
1909, I submit the following report of my investigation of the ques- 
tion of vacancy of the land described in said application. 

The vacancy in this case depends upon the relative location of the 
four following named warrants, namely: Charles Anderson, warrant 
dated September 11, 1734; Charles Swan, warrant dated December 
23, 1785; Francis Seaton, warrant dated May 26, 1785, and Charles 
Anderson, warrant to accept survey on order No. 3282, in the name 
of Edmond Polke, as shown on the connected draft hereto attached 
and made a part of this report. 


The Jine of the Francis Seaton, beginning at a jack oak, bears 
north 46 west 175 perches to an elm, a corner common to the corner 
of the Charles Anderson, and from the same jack oak on the Charles 
Swan survey the line bears north 45 west 159 perches to a water 
oak, a difference of 16 perches, the distance given on the draft accom- 
pany this application. From this point, (the water oak), the lines 
of the Charles Swan, which form the southern boundary of the al- 
leged vacancy, are north 62 west 15 perches and south 52 west 8 
perches, and are identical with those on the draft accompanving this 
application. The line of the Charles Anderson which is the north- | 
western boundary of the alleged vacancy bears north 42 east 14 
perches from a hickory to an elm. To determine the southwestern 
corner of the part applied for, I have taken the distance from the 
elm at the northwest corner of the Charles Swan draft, which is on 
the line bearing north 34 east 30 perches to a hickory. This dis- 
tance carries beyond the hickory, the southwestern corner of the 
Charles Anderson, about 34 perches. 


As the three senior warrants above enumerated as surrounding 
the part applied for have been given their official courses and dis- 
tances, and from all the information obtained by a careful search 
and examination of the records of this department, I am of the 
opinion that the land described in said application is vacant. and 
| therefore direct that a warrant be granted thereon to the appli- 
cant, in accordance with the law and practice of this office. 


Respectfully submitted, 
HENRY HOUCK, 


(Seal. ) Secretary of Internal Affairs, 
February 20, 1913. 
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In the matter of the application of Eliza Temple et al., for 4i 
acres, 147.26 perches of vacant, improved land situated in the town 
ship of French Creek and county of Venango, filed in the Depart. 
ment of Internal Affairs under date of February 26, 1913. | 

In pursuance of the duties imposed upon the Secretary of Internal 
Affairs by the first section of the Act of Assembly approved May 3, 
1909, I submit the following report of my examination of the ques. 
tion of vacancy of the land described in the above named applica: 
tion: 

By reference to the connected draft hereto attached and made a 
part of this report, it will be found that the question of vacancy is 
almost entirely determined by the relative locations of the four fol- 
lowing tracts of land, namely: The D. Runninger, of 415 acres, 16 
perches and allowance; the James Gilleland, of 412 acres and al- 
lowance; the John Coleman, of 3538 acres, 99 perches and allowance, 
and the William Darragh and others (or Dennis Job), of 259 acres. 
20 perches and allowance. 

The southwest corner of the D. Runninger is a white oak and the 
southern line thereof, which in part forms the northern houndary 
of ithe alleged vacancy, bears east 220 perches to-stones, and there 
is no call for an adjoiner. This white oak is also one of the corners 
of the William Darragh and others, or Dennis Job, and its line from | 
the white oak stump runs with the southern line of the D. Runninger, 
on the bearing south 89 degrees east, a distance of 31 perches to an- 
other white oak. From this latter white oak corner another line 
bears south 26 degrees west and extends 68 perches to a post and is” 
the western boundary of the part applied for. South of the William | 
Darragh and others, or Dennis Job, the call is for “Claimed by Rob- 
ert Temple.” Two of the northern lines of the John Coleman, north 
56 degrees east, 78 perches, and south 74 degrees east, 100 perches, 
and part of another of its northern lines, south 88 degrees east, 5! 
perches, make up the southern boundary of the alleged vacancy, and 
the call of the John Coleman on the west is also for Robert Temple. 
A thorough search has been made for a warrant or other office right 
in the name of Robert Temple, or any other person, for land in this 
location, but without success. The applicant herein named, or het 
surveyor, designates this land as “Claimed by Mrs. Laura Hays, 
but does not give the name of the warrantee or patentee under whom 
she claims, and no office right, in her own name, appears upon the 
records of the Land office. I am therefore of the opinion that this 
land is vacant so far as the Commonwealth is concerned, and that 
it must be limited and bounded by the lines of the adjoining surveys. 
Having located the John Coleman, as above stated, I find that the 
DPD. Runninger calls for the James Gilleland as part of its eastern 
boundary, and by giving the part applied for its distance from the 
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southeast corner of the D. Runninger, 41.2 perches, and adding the 
distance of the John Coleman on th same line, south 2 degrees west 
55 perches, to a white oak, we reach the southwest corner of the 
James Gilleland, whose western line, bearing north 1 degree east, 
forms the eastern boundary of the alleged vacancy. 


While there seem to be several contradictions in the calls of these 
surveys, as shown on the connected draft hereto attached, yet after 
a careful examination of the records, I find that while some of the 
calls are for names not warrantees or patentees, yet a sufficient num 
ber of them are warrantee or patentee names to justify the con- 
nected draft hereto attached. 


With all the evidence now before me, as disclosed by the records 
of this department, I am of the opinion that the land applied for is 
vacant, and I hereby direct that a warrant be issued to survey and 
return the same for patenting, according to the law and practice 
of this office. 


Respectfully submitted, 


HENRY HOUCK, 
(Seal.) Secretary of Internal Affairs. 
February 27, 1913. 


In the matter of the application of Marvin E. Bushong for a war- 
rant to survey a vacant island called “Big Bar Island No. 1,” sit- 
uated in the Susquehanna river within the limits of Drumore town- 
ship, Lancaster county, containing 1.537 acres, filed in the Depart- 
ment of Internal Affairs under date of July 20, 1912 (amended ap- 
plication filed July 25, 1912). 


fn pursuance of the duties imposed upon the Secretary of In- 
ternal Affairs by the first section of the Act of Assembly approved 
May 3, 1909, I submit the following report on the question of vac- 
ancy of the island named in the above application: 


A thorough search in the books among the records of the Land 
Office Bureau, wherein all applications and other memoranda re- 
lating to islands in the Susquehanna river are recorded, fails to dis- 
close any evidence of a previous application, warrant or patent for 
an island called “Big Bar Island No. 1” in the vicinity of the loca- 
tion described in the application of Marvin E. Bushong above re- 
ferred to, and there being no other information at hand, official or 
otherwise, that there ever was a previous application, warrant, sur- 
vey and patent granted for said island, the conclusion I have reached 
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after a careful consideration of these facts, is that the island applied 
for is vacant and I therefore direct that a warrant be issued to the 
applicant to survey the same in accordance with the law and prac- 
tice of this office. 


Respectfully submitted, 


HENRY HOUCK, 
(Seal.) Secretary of Internal Affairs. 
May 6, 1913. 


In the matter of the application of Marvin EK. Bushong for a war- 
rant to survey a vacant island called “Big Bar Island No. 2,” sit- 
uated in the Susquehanna river within the limits of Drumcre town- 
ship, Lancaster county, containing 1.245 acres, filed in the Depart- 
ment of Internal Affairs under date of July 20, 1912 (amended ap- 
plication filed July 25, 1912). 

In pursuance of the duties imposed upon the Secretary of Internal 
Affairs by the first section of the Act of Assembly approved May 3, 
1909, I submit the following report on the question of vacancy of 
the island named in the above application: 

A thorough search in the books among the records of the Land 
Office Bureau wherein all applications and other memoranda relat- 
ing to islands in the Susquehanna river are recorded, fails to dis- 
close any evidence of a previous application, warrant or patent for 
an island called “Big Bar Island No. 2” in the vacinity of the loca- 
tion described in the application of Marvin E. Bushong above re- 
ferred to, and there being no other information at hand, official or 
otherwise, that there ever was a previous application, warrant, sur- 
vey and patent granted for said island, the conclusion I have reached 
after a careful consideration of these facts, is that the island ap- 
plied for is vacant, and I therefore direct that a warrant be issued 
to the applicant to survey the same in accordance with the law and 
practice of this office. 


Respectfully submitted, 


HENRY HOUCK, 
(Seal.) Secretary of Internal Affairs. 
May 6, 1913. 


In the matter of the application of Marvin I. Bushong for a war- 
rant to survey a vacant island called “Willow Island,” situated in 
the Susquehanna river within the limits of Fulton township, Lan- 
caster county, containing .875 of an acre, filed in the Department 
of Internal Affairs under date of July 20, 1912. 
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In pursuance of the duties imposed upon the Secretary of Internal 
Affairs by the first section of the Act of Assembly approved May 3, 
1909, I submit the following report on the question of vacancy of the 
island named in the above application: 

A thorough search in the books among the records of the Land 
Office Bureau, wherein all applications and other memoranda relat- 
ing to islands in the Susquehanna river are recorded, fails to disclose 
any evidence of a previous application, warrant or patent for an 
island called “Willow Island” in the vicinity of the location de- 
scribed in the application of Marvin E. Bushong above referred to, 
and there being no other information at hand, official or otherwise, 
that there ever was a previous application, warrant, survey and 
patent granted for said island, the conclusion I have reached after 
a careful consideration of these facts, is that the island applied for 
is vacant, and I therefore direct that a warrant be issued to the ap- 
plicant to survey the same in accordance with the law and practice 
of this office. 


Respectfully submitted, 


HENRY HOUCK, 
(Seal. ) Secretary of Internal Affairs. 
May 6, 1913. 


In the matter of the application of Marvin E. Bushong for a war- 
rant to survey an island in the Susquehanna river, within the limits 
of Drumore township, Lancaster county, containing 1.515 acres, filed 
in the Department of Internal Affairs under date of July 20, 1912. 

In pursuance of the duties imposed upon the Secretary of Internal 
Affairs by the first section of the Act of Assembly, approved May 3, 
1909, I submit the following report of my investigation of the ques- 
tion of vacancy of the island described in said application: 

Among the records of the Land Office Bureau, we find a return of 
survey on a warrant granted to Jesse Cornelius, dated December 8, 
1808, made by Jacob Hibshman, Deputy Surveyor, for an island 
called “Iigg Island” situated in the Susquehanna river “about one- 
quarter of a mile above the course of Peach Bottom Ferry, about 
eighty perches to the westward of Caldwell’s Island and about one 
hundred perches to the eastward of Presimon (Persimmon) Island 
in Little Brittian township, Lancaster county, containing one acre 
and one hundred and thirteen perches neat measure, and surveyed 
December 23, 1808.” 

Upon examination of the data contained in maps on file in this 
department, it is found that the description of the location of the 
Cornelius warrant and return of survey, to a reasonable degree of 


2A.—7—1913 


18 A. ANNUAL REPORT OF THE Off. Doc. 


certainty, corresponds to the description and location of the island 
applied for in this case. The island called “Egg Island,” on war- 
rant to Jesse Cornelius above referred to, was patented to him April 
5, 1813, and recorded in Patent Book H, volume 8, page 743. There- 
fore the title to this island has long since passed from the Common- 
wealth and the island is not vacant. 


For the above reasons I refuse to grant a warrant to the applicant 
in this case. 


Respectfully submitted, 


HENRY HOUCK, 
(Seal.) Secretary of Internal Affairs. 
May 6, 19138. 


In the matter of the applicant of Will Shank for a warrant to 
survey a vacant island called “Old House Battery,” situated in the 
Susquehanna river, within the limits of Fulton township, Lancaster 
county, containing .581 of an acre, filed in the Department of Inter- 
nal Affairs under date of July 20, 1912. 


In pursuance of the duties imposed upon the Secretary of Internal 
Affairs by the first section of the Act of Assembly approved May 3, 
1909, I submit the following report on the question of vacancy of 
the island named in the above application. 


A thorough search in the books among the records of the Land Of- 
fice Bureau, wherein all applications and other memoranda relat- 
ing to islands in the Susquehanna river are recorded, fails to dis- 
close any evidence of a previous application, warrant or patent for 
an island called “Old House Battery” in the vicinity of the location 
described in the application of Will Shank above referred to, and 
there being no other information at hand, official or otherwise, that 
there ever was a previous application, warrant, survey or patent 
granted for said island, the conclusion I have reached after a care- 
ful consideration of these facts, is that the island applied for is 
vacant, and I therefore direct that a warrant he issued to the appli- 
cant to survey the same in accordance with the law and practice of 
this office. 


Respectfully submitted, 


HENRY HOUCK, 
(Seal.) Secretary of Internal Affairs. 
May 19, 1913. 
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In the matter of the application of Edward B. Cook, of the bor- 
ough of Pottstown and county of Montgomery, for a warrant to sur- 
vey an island in the Schuylkill river within the limits of the town- 
ship of Pottsgrove and county of Montgomery, containing 55.1 
perches, filed in the Department of Internal Affairs July 11, 1912. 

In pursuance of the duties imposed upon the Secretary of Inter- 
nal Affairs by the first section of the Act of Assembly approved May 
2, 1909, I submit the following report on the question of vacancy 
of the island named in the above application: 

A thorough search in the books among the records of the Land 
Office Bureau, wherein all applications and other memoranda re 
lating to islands in the Schuylkill and other rivers are recorded, 
fails to disclose any evidence of a previous application, warrant or 
patent for an island in the vicinity of the location described in the 
application of Edward B. Cook above referred to 

The conclusion I have reached after a careful consideration of 
these facts is that the island applied for is vacant, and I -therefore 
direct that a warrant be issued to the applicant to survey the same 
in accordance with the law and practice of this office. 


Respectfully submitted, 


HENRY HOUCK, 
(Seal.) Secretary of Internal Affairs. 
May 19, 1913. 


In the matter of the application of Dorsey P. Keim for a warrant 
to survey forty-six perches of unimproved vacant land, situate within 
the limits of the city of Johnstown, filed in the Department of In- 
ternal Affairs, under date of July 17, 1912. 

In pursuance of the duties imposed upon the Secretary of Internal 
Affairs by the first section of the Act of Assembly approved May 3, 
1909, I submit the following report of my investigation as to the 
question of vacancy in this case: 

By reference to the connected draft hereto attached and made 
part of this report, in connection with the draft contained in said 
application, it will be seen that the question of vacancy depends 
upon the relative locations of the tract warranted in the name of 
Robert Allison, Esq., dated June 11, 1816, and the tract warranted 
in the name of A. N. Wakefield, dated September 3, 1883. 

In the return of survey of the Robert Allison, Esq., there appears 
a course North 60 degrees Kast from a walnut to a walnut on the 
bank of Stony Creek, and thence down said Stony Creek, north 15 
degrees east 63.5 perches to a post in bank of said creek. At the 
northeast corner of the return of survey of the A. N. Wakefield, its 
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call is for a black walnut stump which, from calls for adjoiners, is 
without doubt the same corner as the walnut of the Allison survey. 
The application of Dorsey P. Keim calls for the A. N. Wakefield on 
the south. The line of the Allison from the walnut, common corner 
of the Allison and Wakefield surveys, bears north 15 degrees east, 
63.5 perches to a post, while the two lines of the Keim application 
bear north 15 minutes east 2.95 perches, and north 5 degrees 32 min- 
utes east 15.75 perches, and by reference to the connected draft here- 
with it will be seen that a large part of the alleged vacancy is an 
interference with the Robert Allison survey. On June 11, 1816, a 
warrant was granted to the said Robert Allison, and on April 12, 
1822, a survey was made and returned to the Land Office and is now 
among the files thereof, which shows that it runs from a walnut on 
the bank of Stony Creek down said creek north 15 degrees and east 
63.5 perches to a post on the bank of same. 

By Act of Assembly passed March 6, 1820, Stony Creek above re- 
ferred to was declared a “public highway for the passage of rafts, 
boats and other water crafts.” In Pepper and Lewis’ Digest of 
Decisions, Vol. 16, volumn 28476 (1)) “Surveys Bounding on 
Streams,” it is thus contained: “A survey returned as bounded by 
a navigable river vests in the owner the right of soil to ordinary low 
water mark, subject to the public right of passage, etec., between 
ordinary high and low water mark.” This decision, under the 
circumstances, would prevent a vacancy in front of the Robert Alli- 
son, aS the return of survey on his warrant, without doubt, extends 
to and along the bank of Stony Creek and he, or his heirs or assigns 
have a perpetual right to the soil to ordinary low water mark. 

As shown by the annexed draft, the southern part of the alleged 
vacancy interferes with the warrant of A. N. Wakefield and the 
remainder of it lies in the bed of Stony Creek, which, as above stated, 
is a public highway. 

For the reasons above stated, I am of the opinion that the land 
described in this application is not vacant and a warrant to survey 
the same is therefore refused. 


Respectfully submitted, 


HENRY HOUCK, 
(Seal. ) Secretary of Internal Affairs. 
May 26, 1913. 


In the matter of the application of Elizabeth F. Hekell. widow, 
for a warrant to survey one and eighty-eight hundredths acres of 
vacant, improved land situated in Robinson township, Allegheny 
county, filed in the Department of Internal Affairs under date of 
June 3, 1913. 
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In pursuance of the duties imposed upon the Secretary of Internal 
Affairs by the first section of the Act of Assembly approved May 3, 
1909, I submit the following report on the question of vacancy of 
the land described in said application: 

Upon examination of the returns of surveys on file in the Depart- 
ment of Internal Affairs, I find that the question of vacancy in this 
case depends upon the relative locations of the Margaret McCoy 
tract, called “Bucks Forrest,” the John Phillips tract called “Deer 
Park,” the Samuel Phillips tract also called “Deer Park,” and the 
small tract recently patented to Milton S. Phillips on warrant dated 
June 5, 1912, which will more fully appear by reference to the an- 
nexed connected draft which is made a part of this report. 

The Samuel Phillips and John Phillips each call for the other on 
a line beginning at a hickory, with a bearing of north 66 degrees 
west 114 perches to a white oak, said white oak being a common cor- 
ner to all four of the tracts above recited. From this corner, the 
next line of the John Phillips to the westward bears south 65 de- 
grees west 56 perches to a white oak, while the line of the Margaret 
McCoy, from the same white oak, bears south 80 degrees west 125 
perches to a white oak, and the course on the corresponding line of 
the Milton 8S. Phillips, south 85 degrees, 54 minutes west 106.17 
perches, leaves a distance of 18.83 perches between the northwest 
corner of the Milton S. Phillips and the white oak at the western end 
of the line south 80 degrees west 125 perches. 

Returning to the white oak common to all four of the tracts shown 
on the connected draft, or to the northeastern corner of the Milton 8. 
Phillips set out on a large scale, it is observed that its second line 
to the westward, whose bearing is south 86 degrees, 15 minutes west, 
along which is found the call for the John Phillips tract, extends but 
55.7 perches, which does not reach the hickory corner of the Margaret 
McCoy by some 17 perches, which corresponds nearly with the dis- 
tance given in the draft on this application, and on the western line 
of the Milton S. Phillips, bearing north 45 minutes east 16.12 
perches, the call is for vacant, which leaves no doubt as to the ques- 
tion of vacancy in this case. 

Taking into consideration the records on file in this department, 
in connection with information given in the papers filed by the ap- 
plicant, and a report in the case of Milton S. Phillips, one of the ad- 
joiners referred to above, filed by me May 24, 1912, I am of the 
opinion that the land applied for is vacant and direct that a war- 
rant be issued according to the law and practice of this Depart- 
ment. 

Respectfully submitted, 
HENRY HOUCK, 
(Seal.) Secretary of Internal Affairs. 
June 6, 1913. 
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In the matter of the application of Aliff 8S. Neel for warrant to 
survey one-half acre of improved land situated in Cumberland town- 
ship, Greene county, filed in the Department of Internal Affairs, 
under date of May 3, 1913. 

In pursuance of the duties imposed upon the Secretary of Internal 
Affairs by the first section of the Act of Assembly approved May 
+, 1909, I submit the following report of my investigation of the 
question of vacancy of the land described in this application: 

An examination of the records on file in this Department shows 
that the alleged vacancy depends upon the relative locations of the 
Charles Anderson warrant of September 11, 1784, and the Francis 
Seaton warrant of May 26, 1785, as shown on the connected map 
hereto attached and made a part of this report. Starting from an 
elm, a common corner of these two warrants, the line of the Charles 
Anderson bears south 85 degrees east and runs 22 perches to a 
hickory corner, while the Francis Seaton line bears south 84 de 
grees east and runs 29 perches to a hickory. These two calls for a 
hickory might be regarded as one and the same were it not for the 
difference in distance in so short a line and for the further cor- 
roborating fact that the next lines, the one on the north side of the 
land described in the application, being the line of the Charles 
Anderson, bears north 46 degrees east, 50 perches, and the other on 
the south side thereof, one of the lines of the Francis Seaton, bears 
north 364 degrees east 50 perches, which leaves no doubt that the 
hickories called for at the western extremities of these lines are not 
one and the same, but two separate trees. This fact being thus es- 
tablished, the line from the hickory called for by the Francis Seaton 
warrant, extended on its official bearing, viz: north 84 degrees west 
29 perches to the elm first referred to as a common corner of the 
Anderson and Seaton tracts, forms the southwestern boundary of 
the land applied for, and the lines south 85 degrees east 22 perches 
and north 46 degrees east 50 perches, of the Anderson, from the 
northern boundaries of the same, and the line of the Seaton tract 
from a post bearing south 363 degrees west 50 perches to a hickory, 
completes the southern boundary and the boundary of the entire 
tract applied for. 

From all the evidence now before me, both the records of this 
department and the facts stated above, [ am of the opinion that the 
land described in said application is vacant, and I therefore direct 
that a warrant be issued to said applicant in conformity with the 
law and practice of this office. 


Respectfully submitted, 
HENRY HOUCK, 
(Seal.) Secretary of Internal Affairs. 
June 16, 1913. 
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In the matter of the application of Clyde S. Hardenbergh for war- 
rant to survey ten acres and seventy-three perches of unimproved 
vacant land, situated in the township of Clinton and county of 
Wayne, filed in the Department of Interna] Affairs under date of 
July 18, 1910. 

In pursuance of the duties imposed upon the Secretary of Inter- 
nal Affairs by the first section of the Act of Assembly approved May 
3, 1909, I submit the following report on my examination of the 
question of vacancy of the land described in the above named appli- 
cation. 

From an examination of the records on file in the Department of 
Internal Affairs, 1 find that the question of vacancy in this case de- 
pends upon the relative location of two tracts of land warranted 
and surveyed respectively in the names of John Taggart and L. G. 
Dimock, as shown on the accompanying connected draft, which is 
made part of this report. 

The John Taggart tract, surveyed June 27, 1806, on a warrant 
dated February 11, 1794, is in the form of a hollow, rectangular 
parallelogram, bounded by interior and exterior lines parallel to 
each other. The return of survey on this warrant calls for Elk For- 
est on three of its exterior lines, and for Elk Pond Vacant, on its 
interior lines. It also shows Elk Pond as covering a large portion 
of the interior open space called vacant in the return. The bearings 
of the lines are given as north, south, east and west respectively. 
The eastern portion of the interior southern line forms the south- 
ern boundary of the alleged vacancy in this case, and the southern 
portion of the interior eastern line forms the eastern boundary of 
same alleged vacancy. 

The L. G. Dimock tract surveyed September 30, 1851, on warrant 
dated September 12, 1851, is in the form of a rectangular parallel- 
ogram, except at its southeast corner, where a small portion is cut 
off and excluded from the return. The part so cut off is shown on 
this return as bounded on the north and west by three lines, com- 
mencing at a stone on the eastern boundary of the Dimock tract at 
a distance of 249 rods south from a stone at its northeastern corner, 
and following thence near and along the southeastern margin of Elk 
Pond south 53° west 32} rods to a post; south 23° west 28} rods 
io stone, and south 47° west 23.1 rods to a stone on the southern line 
of said tract, at a distance of 77 rods eastward from a stone at the 
southwestern corner of same tract. The part excluded from the 
Dimock return and bounded on the east and south by interior lines 
of the Taggart tract, comprises the alleged vacancy in this case. 

The return of survey on the Dimock warrant calls for “Vacant” 
within the space excluded at its southeastern corner, and the call 
for “Wm. Bailey’s Improvement” is also written across the lines 





a 


244A. | ANNUAL REPORT OF THE Off. Doc. 


at that point. I have, however, failed to find any warrant or return 
of survey on file in this department to answer the call for William 
Bailey at that place. 

.¥rom all the evidence now before me, as contained in the records 
of this department. I am of opinion that the land described in said 
application is vacant, and I hereby direct that a warrant he issued 
to survey and return the same for patenting in accordance with the 
law and practice of this office. 


Respectfully submitted, 


HENRY HOUCK, 


(Seal.) Secretary of Internal Affairs. 
August 5, 1910. 


A caveat was filed August 12, 1910, against the issuance of the 
warrant in this case, and has remained undetermined until now, 
when the caveator, having sold his interest to the applicant, his 
heirs and assigns, requests that his caveat be withdrawn. I there- 
fore direct that the warrant be issued to survey and return the 
land for -patenting, in accordance with the law and practice of this 
office. 

Respectfully submitted, 
HENRY HOUCK, 


(Seal.) Secretary of Internal Affairs. 
July 17, 1913. 


In the matter of the application of Henry 8S. Smoyer, of Strouds- 
burg, for a warrant to survey 27 acres and 120 perches of vacant, 
unimproved land situated in the township of Lehman and county 
of Pike, filed in the Department of Internal Affairs of Pennsylvania 
under date of August 5, 1913. 

In pursuance of the duties imposed upon the Secretary of Inter- 
nal Affairs by the first section of the Act of Assembly approved May 
3, 1909, I submit the following report of my investigation on the 
question of vacancy of the land described in said application: 

The question of vacancy in this case depends entirely on the 
relative locations of the six following named tracts of land hereto- 
fore surveyed on warrants dated respectively as below stated, a 
connected draft of which is herewith attached and made a part of 
this report, viz: Rebecca Phillips, warrant dated March 17, 1794; 
Rev. Thomas Barton, warrant dated July 20, 1765; Williain Smith, 
Application No. 788, patented to John S. Schoonover April 4, 1901, 
on warrant to accept of same date; James Kinnear, warrant dated 
September 1, 1792; William Wood, warrant dated September 238, 
1786, and Robert Lyons, warrant dated August 9, 1848. 
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After having made a connected draft of these six tracts, it was 
found that there were two interferences, one being that of the 
lapping of lines of the Rev. Thomas Barton and Rebecca Phillips 
tracts; the other the lapping of lines of the William Smith, James 
Kinnear and William Kinnear, and that I might have evidence to . 
corroborate the connected map constructed from the original drafts 
on file in the Land Office Bureau of this department, the attorney for 
the applicant was requested to have the surveyor who constructed 
the draft accompanying this application, make a report, under oath, 
of his work on the ground. This report in form of a connected draft, 
with the affidavit of John L. Westbrook, duly executed by a Notary 
Public, was received and is hereto attached and made a part of this 
report. This connected draft of Mr. Westbrook is substantially the 
same as the one constructed in this department. 

Beginning at the southwestern corner of the William Wood tract, 
at a stone, the western line thereof bears N. 31° east 140 perches, and 
the call is for vacant. Its northern line bears south 70° east 488 
perches and calls for William King. This call for an adjoiner is 
evidently an error, as both drafts above referred to give James 
Kinnear as adjoining Wood. The original draft of the James Kin- 
near, on file in this department, calls for William Wood, and has 
the same bearing, distance and corners. Its western line bears 
north 31° east 140 perches, and calls for vacant. The western lines 
of these two tracts, both having the same bearing, north 31° east, 
complete the eastern boundary of the alleged vacancy. 

The Robert Lyons warrant of August 9, 1848, which calls for 
Rebeeca Phillips on the west and William Wood on the north, has 
a corner common to the William Wood and in the line of the Rebecca 
Phillips. Measuring the official distance given on the line of the 
Robert Lyons bearing north 223° west 204 perches, from the north- 
eastern corner of the Rebecca Phillips tract, on its line bearing 
north 25° west 250 perches, leaves 46 perches of the Rebecca Phillips 
line extending beyond the common corner of the Robert Lyons and 
William Wood tract and this forms a_ part of the southwestern 
boundary of the part applied for. A small portion of the northern 
tine of the Rebecca Phillips (given on the draft accompanying this 
application as 16.4 perches) bearing south 65° west completes the 
southwestern boundary. 

The Thomas Barton tract, by Mr. John L. Westbrook’s draft, is 
located by the old stone corner on the northern line of the Rebecca 
Phillips tract bearing south 65° west, at a distance of 16.4 perches 
westward from the northeastern corner of the Rebecea Phillips, this 
stone having been found on the ground in November, 1900, also in 
July, 1913. Having located on the ground the southeastern corner 
of the Thomas Barton, (by scale) as 102 perches from a point where 
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the line bearing north 50° east intersects the line of the Rebecca 
Phillips bearing south 65° west at a distance of 16.4 perches from its 
northeasterly corner, we find that the line extended from this point 
on the official bearing north 50° east to its northeasterly corner, to- 
gether with a part of the same line extended, being a portion of the 
easterly limit of the William Smith, forms the northwesterly bound- 
ary of the alleged vacancy, and both drafts call for vacant. This 
completes the boundaries of the part applied for. 

Search has been made among the records of the Land Office 
for any other office right covering the land in question, but none has 
been found. In view of the evidence afforded by the records in this 
department and by the information given by John L. Westbrook, 
whose work on the ground is embodied in the connected draft here- 
to attached and made part of this report, the conclusion is justified 
that the land applied for in this case is vacant, and I hereby direct 
that a warrant be issued to the applicant in accordance with the law 
and practice of this office. | 

Respectfully submitted, 


HENRY HOUCK, 
(Seal. ) Secretary of Internal Affairs. 
August 11, 1913. 


In the matter of the application of W. Reynolds Shope for war- 
rant to survey six acres and one hundred fifty-four perches of vacant, 
unimproved land situated in the township of College and county of 
Centre, filed in the Department of Internal Affairs under date of 
August 8, 1913. 

In pursuance of the duties imposed on the Secretary of Internal 
Affairs by the first section of the Act of Assembly, approved May 
3, 1909, I beg to report as follows: 

By reference to a connected draft hereto attached and made part 
of this report, it will be seen that the question of vacancy depends 
upon the relative locations of the four following tracts of land, viz: 
Bartholomew Wister, warrant dated December 8, 1788; James Bar- 
tram, warrant dated January 18, 1773; Cornelius Deal, warrant 
dated August 25, 1812; and Samuel Edmiston, warrant dated May 
15, 1844; which said map was constructed from the returns of sur- 
veys on these warrants, and from the notes of William A. Moore, a 
practical surveyor of this department, who made an investigation 
of the question of vacancy upon the ground under my direction, and 
whose report relative thereto, dated September 12, 1913, is hereto 
attached and made a part of this report. 

The James Bartram warrant was located in the ground October 
20, 1788, part of whose line bearing north 56 east forms the north- 
ern boundary of the piece applied for. The Bartholomew Wister 
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warrant was located to the west and south, and adjoining the James 
Bartram on the line running north 30 west 119 perches from a post 
to a post. The Cornelius Deal warrant was located April 22, 1814, 
and calls for “Wistar’s Land” on its two lines bearing south 56 west 
and 50 perches, and south 41 west 104 perches. The Samuel Edmis- 
ton was located May 28, 1844, and along one of its western lines bear- 
ing south 134 east 90 perches, calls for the Cornelius Deal tract, 
and by dotted lines shows the extension to the westward of a part 
of the John Shuey who, we are informed by Mr. Moore, is the suc- 
cessor in title to a part of the Bartholomew Wister tract. The line 
of the Bartholomew Wister bearing north 56 east is but 120 perches 
to a post, and the sum of the distances on the Cornelius Deal and 
Samuel Edmiston tracts is 1386 perches, or 16 perches greater. Mr. 
Moore, in his report, says that he finds this distance on the ground 
to be about 36 perches between the eastern line of the Bartholomew 
Wister and the western line of the Samuel Edmiston bearing south 
32 degrees east 31.5 perches, and also that he found this line and its 
recognized corners on the ground, and also the eastern line of the 
Bartholomew Wister bearing north 34 west 20 perches, and its 
recognized corners on the ground at a distance of about 30 perches 
west of the western line of the Samuel Edmiston. In either case, 
there is an opening or vacancy between the Wister and Edmiston 
returns of surveys, and probably as large as is shown on the appli- 
cant’s draft. 

After due consideration of all the evidence contained in the records 
on file in this department, in the applicant’s draft, and in the re 
port of the Department surveyor, Mr. W. A. Moore, I am of the 
opinion that the land applied for is vacant, and I therefore direct 
that a warrant to survey the same be issued according to the law 
and practice of this office. 


Respectfully submitted, 
HENRY HOUCK, 
(Seal.) Secretary of Internal Affairs. 
September 17, 1913. 


Department of Internal Affairs of Pennsylvania, 
Harrisburg, Pa., September 12, 1913. 


Hon. Henry Houck, ? 
Secretary of Internal Affairs, 
Harrisburg, Pa. 


Dear Sir:—In the matter of the application of W. Reynolds Shope 
for warrant to survey unimproved vacant land situated in the town- 
ship of College and county of Center, beg to say that, pursuant to 
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your orders, I went on the ground where the alleged vacancy was 
said to exist, to make further examination to ascertain its location. 

On August 11, 1913, accompanied by the applicant and a corps of 
men, I went on the ground and began running my survey at the 
southwest corner of the James Bartram tract, warrant dated Janu- 
ary 18, 1773, surveyed October 20, 1788. A post corner is called for 
on the return of survey at this point. I found on the ground a stone 
corner with lines running northwest and northeast from it conform- 
ing to the courses given on the lines returned on the James Bartram 
survey. This is a corner common also to a survey in the name of 
Bartholomew Wister, warrant dated December 8, 1788, and surveyed 
March 4, 1789. These two warrants adjoin each other, the courses 
being identical. 

Beginning at this point I then ran north 56 degrees east, with a 
variation of 6 degrees, and at 118.6 perches found a stone corner, this 
being the western corner of the alleged vacancy. This would be the 
eastern corner of the Barthalomew Wister, the distance of this line 
being returned on that survey as 119 perches. I continued on the 
same course and at a distance of 155.6 perches, or 37 perches north- 
east from the last named corner, [ found an intersection of a line 
coming from the south, the bearing of this line being north 24 de- 
grees west. This would be the northeastern corner of the alleged 
vacancy. 

I then continued this line, finding a well marked line all the way 
for a distance of 271.2 rods to a stone corner, probably having been 
made for a subdivision of the James Bartram on the north. This 
seemed to be the end of the well marked line, and continuing on 
some distance I found no other marks, then returned to the last 
mentioned stone corner and ran south 29 degrees east, and at 6.7 
perches crossed a white painted line said to have been made for the 
State Forestry Reservation Commission, and at 7.7 perches found 
old stone corner and witnesses, apparently made for the northwest- 
ern corner of the James Johnston warrant, dated August 27, 1794, 
surveyed November 21, 1794. I then set on the white painted line 
before mentioned, and ran north 61 degrees east, or the course of 
the James Bartram line with a variation of 5 degrees, and found a 
recently marked white painted line from this point clear through to 
the black oak, the southeast corner of the James Bartram, and to 
the white oak, the northeast corner of the Samuel Edmiston warrant 
dated May 15, 1844, surveyed May 28, 1844. A reference to the map 
accompanying this report and made part of same will illustrate 
the points named. I continued this line on along the Andrew Coon 
warrant dated January 8, 1775, surveved October 20, 1788, to the 
location of the hickory on the southern line of the Andrew Coon and 
on the northern line of the James Harris warrant dated March 27, 
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1805, surveyed June 19, 1806. The hickory is gone; being on the edge 
of a road and open ground, nothing remains to show the exact 
location of this corner. Then, going to the most eastern corner of 
the Andrew Coon warrant, I ran the official bearing, with the varia- 
tion of 5 degrees, said course being south 45 degrees west, and at 
about the official distance, 124 rods, came to the point which I have 
already designated as being the location of the hickory. The inter- 
section of these two lines determined the location of the hickory, 
and there is no doubt that it was at the point above named. This 
seems to determine the location of the Bartram and the Bartholo- 
mew Wister surveys. 

The next survey to be taken into account in this application is 
the Samuel Edmiston, which has been heretofore referred to in this 
report. Its northern line is the line already mentioned as having 
been run and is continguous to the southern line of the James Bar- 
tram, so far as they adjoin. The Cornelius Deal warrant dated Au- 
gust 25, 1812, and surveyed April 22, 1814, calls for and adjoins the 
aforementioned Bartholomew Wister tract, it having lines, courses 
and distances in common with the Wister so far as it extends. Along 
the southern line of the Bartholomew Wister, from the post eorner 
of the Wister and in a line bearing north 56 degrees east, the Cor- 
nelius Deal survey extends for a distance of 50 rods, and there 
corners at a stone, being the northeastern corner of the Cornelius 
Deal and the northwestern corner of the Samuel Edmiston. Then 
the Samuel Edmiston continues in the same course and along the 
Bartholomew Wister and also along the southern line of the alleged 
vacancy, its distance being, from the last mentioned stone corner 
86 perches to a stone corner. The distance on the ground, however, 
of the Deal and Edmiston surveys along the line of the Bartholomew 
Wister tract, showed an excess of about 20 perches over that given 
in the surveys. I can give no reason for this excess, but the corners 
are well defined on the ground. The Samuel Edmiston return of 
survey then shows the line to run from this stone corner north 32 
degrees west 31.5 perches along the eastern side of the alleged vac- 
ancy to a stone corner. This line I found on the ground, well 
marked, and believe it to have been made for the Samuel Edmiston 
survey. 

This would leave a vacancy lying between the Bartholomew Wister 
on the west, the Samuel Edmiston on the south and east, and the 
James Bartram on the north as alleged in the application of W. 
Reynolds Shope. 

I made further examinations of the lines in the immediate neigh- 
borhood in order to arrive at this conclusion, about which it is not 
necessary to go into detail. I also made examinations of the records 
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of deeds of the passing of title to the lands in this immediate neigh- 
borhood, and they further corroborate the conclusions arrived at. 

I, therefore, beg to report to you that from the examinations made 
on the ground and of the records on file in the court house at Belle- 
fonte, I believe the vacancy to exist as alleged in the application. 

Respectfully yours, 
W. A. MOORE, 
Surveyor. 


In the matter of the application of John Snodgrass for warrant to 
survey 13 acres and 56 perches of unimproved, vacant land, situated 
in Fairfield township, Westmoreland county, filed in the Department 
of Internal Affairs under date of October 9, 1918. 

In pursuance of the duties imposed upon the Secretary of Inter- 
nal Affairs by the first section of the Act of Assembly approved May 
3, 1909, I submit the following report of my investigation of the 
question of vacancy of the land described in said application: 

By reference to the connected map hereto attached and made part 
of this report, it will be seen that the question of vacancy of the 
tract applied for depends, in a large measure, on the relative loca- 
tions and calls for adjoiners of the four following named tracts: 
Hugh Shields, Nicholas Snider, John Boyd and Thomas Shannon. 

By construction, the poplar corner of the Thomas Shannon and 
the post at the southeast corner of the Hugh Shields are found to be 
one and the same. The Thomas Shannon and the John Boyd have a 
common corner, a white oak, and the northwesterly line of the Shan- 
non, bearing north 33 degrees east 654 perches from the poplar to 
the white oak, the common corners just referred to, forms the south- 
erly boundary of the tract applied for. The call of the Shannon 
along this line is for “Chestnut Ridge,’ which is evidence that the 
surveyor knew of no owner or office right for this land when he made 
his survey.. The extreme western line of the John Boyd survey, part 
of which forms the eastern boundary of the part applied for, bears 
due north 118 perches from the white oak, the common corner of 
the Shannon and Boyd, referred to above, .to another white oak 
which is common to the Boyd and Snider tracts, while the line of 
the Snider tract, from the white oak along the Boyd line, is but 904 
perches, leaving a difference of 274 perches. The southern line of 
the Nicholas Snider, bearing due west 40 perches from the terminus 
of the due south line measuring 904 perches, to the chestnut, the com- 
mon corner of the Snider and Hugh Shields, forms the northern 
boundary of the tract applied for, and calls for Hugh Shields, but 
this call was evidently intended for the land which is contained in 
the Hugh Shields tract, as shown on the connected draft hereto at- 
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tached. The Hugh Shields and Nicholas Snyder have two common 
corners at the extremities of a common line bearing south 16 de- 
grees east 83 perches from a birch to a chestnut, and the line of 
the Hugh Shields from the chestnut, bearing due south 79.6 perches 
to a post, the poplar of the Thomas Shannon tract, forms the west- 
ern boundary of the tract applied for. The call on this line is for 
“Near Danl. Thompson land,” which leads us to think that the sur- 
veyor believed that other land lay between the Shields and that 
which he supposed belonged to Daniel Thompson, which would be 
the land now: applied for. 

A thorough search among the records of the Land Office fails to 
disclose any office right, warrant, survey, or patent, for the land 
described in the application, and in consideration of all the facts 
contained in said application and among the records of the Land 
Office, I am of the opinion that the land described in said applica- 
. tion is vacant, and hereby direct that a warrant to survey said land 
be granted to the applicant, in accordance with the law and the 
practice of this Department. 


Respectfully submitted, 


HENRY HOUCK, 
(Seal.) Secretary of Internal Affairs. 
October 14, 1913. 


In the matter of the application of Jobn Snodgrass for warrant 
to survey eight acres and sixty perches of unimproved vacant land, 
situated in Fairfield township, Westmoreland county, filed ‘in the 
Department of Interna] Affairs under date of October 9, 1913. 

In pursuance of the duties imposed upon the Secretary of Internal 
Affairs by the first section of the Act of Assembly approved May 
3, 1909, I submit the following report of my investigation of the 
question of vacancy of the land described in said application: 

By reference to the connected draft hereto attached and made 
part of this report, it will be seen that the question of vacancy of 
the tract applied for by Mr. Snodgrass depends upon the relative 
location and calls of the Thomas Shannon and the John Boyd 
tracts. 

One of the southern lines of the John Boyd tract, bearing east 67 
perches from a white oak to a post, forms the northern boundary of 
the part applied for and another line immediately following and 
bearing south 40 perches from a post to a gun, forms the eastern 
boundary. The John Boyd was surveyed May 24, 1787, aud the sur- 
veyor’s return calls for “Vacant hilly land.” 

The return of survey of the Thomas Shannon warrant, which was 
made June 7, 1814, calls on the two northerly boundary lines be- 
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ginning at a white oak, thence bearing south 61 degrees east 77 
perches to a gun, and east 52 perches to a hickory, for “I"ormerly 
Thompon now Schaffer and Cuntz,” which is evidently erroneous, 
or refers to subsequent owners, not warrantees or patentees, as the 
John Boyd was, in part, located along the line bearing due east 52 
perches from the gum, a corner of the John Boyd, which is recognized 
by the Thomas Shannon. The first of the above mentioned lines of 
the Thomas Shannon forms the southern boundary of the alleged 
vacancy. 

After a careful search among the records on file in this depart- 
ment, no other office right can be found to cover the tract applied 
for. In consideration of all the facts set forth in the application, 
and the evidence to be found among the records of the Land Of- 
fice, I am of the opinion that the land applied for in this case is 
vacant, and I hereby direct that a warrant be granted to the appli- 
cant, subject to the law and rules of this department. 

Respectfully submitted, 
HENRY HOUCK, 
(Seal.) - Secretary of Internal Affairs. 
October 14, 1913. 


RECENT LEGISLATION. 


The last Legislature passed the following Act to regulate the sur- 
vey, appraisal and patenting of lands in the beds of navigable rivers 
or streams, etc.: 


No. 382. 
AN ACT 


Authorizing and regulating the survey, appraisal, and patenting 
of lands in beds of navigable rivers or streams, permitted by 
the government of the United States to be abandoned and filled 
as no longer of use for ordinary purposes of navigation. 

Rivers or streama, ‘Section 1. Be it enacted, &ec., That whenever, to 
nameanle: promote sanitation, prevent floods, improve naviga- 
tion, or for other purposes, the Government of the 

United States, by its proper officers or by act of Con- 

gress, shall authorize the widening, straightening, or 

Improvement of improvement of the main channel of any navigable 
river or stream, under agreement with the owners of 

any land to be taken for any of the purposes afore 

said, and shall permit the abandonment and filling up 

Abandon and of other parts of such river or stream, which may 
‘ thereby be no longer useful for the ordinary purposes 

of navigation, the Secretary of Internal Affairs is 

hereby authorized, on behalf of the Commonwealth, to 
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survey, appraise, and patent so much of the bed of such 
river or stream, below low-water mark, as shall be no 
longer useful for the ordinary purposes of navigation 
and shall be so abandoned. 

Section 2. Any such land shall thereafter, upon ap- 
plication, be surveyed, appraised, and patented in the 
same manner as other vacant or unappropriated land 
may now by law be surveyed, appraised, and patented ; 
any preference in granting any such patent shall be 
given to applications of owners of the land abutting 
the portion of the bed of such river or stream as shall 
be subject to patent, and due allowance shall be made, 
in fixing the price thereof, for the value of the’ land 
taken from or voluntarily surrendered by the owners 
for the purpose of widening, straightening, or improv- 
ing the main channel of such river or stream, as afore- 
said. 

Section 3. In patenting land to abutting land 
owners, as provided in section two of this act, the 
patent or patents may issue in accordance with any 
agreement entered into by all such land owners pro- 
viding for an allotment of the land abandoned and 
subject to patent. 

Section 4. The evidence that any part of such river 
or stream has ceased to be useful for the ordinary pur- 
poses of navigation, and is the subject of warrant, 
survey, and patent, shall be a certified copy of any act 
of Congress which may be passed in relation thereto, 
and a copy of any agreement entered into between the 
United States of America and such owners of the 
land, accompanied by proper plans showing the land 
to be taken, the river or stream as widened, straight- 
ened, or improved, and the portion of such river or 
stream which is to be abandoned, which copy of such 
agreement and which plans shall be certified, under 
the hand and seal of the Secrteary of War, and filed 
in the office of the Secretary of Internal Affairs of 
this Commonwealth. 

Section 5. The applicant for any patent shall file 
with the Secretary of Internal Affairs the application, 
together with an affidavit setting forth the ownership, 
legal or equitable, of the land or lands abutting the 
portion of the river or stream which has ceased to be 
useful for the ordinary purposes of navigation, and is 
to be abandoned, showing, as far as possible the legal 
or equitable title to low-water mark, together with a 
short abstract of such title from the Commonwealth. 
Such affidavit shall also set forth that the applicant 
has served upon the owners of land or lands abutting 
the portion of the stream which is to be thus aband- 
oned, a notice that this application is to be made at a 
time certain, not less than ten days from the service 
of such notice; a copy of which notice shall be at- 
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Application by a tached to such affidavit. If the application is made by 

Sib alba a corporation, it may be made and the affidavit taken 
by any principal officer thereof, duly authorized there- 
to. After hearing of any application, the proper of- 
ficers of the Land Department of the Commonwealth 

Issue of patent. are authorized and empowered to issue a patent, in- 
cluding the land underlying the part of the river so to 
be abandoned, to the owner or owners of the land abut- 
ting the part of such river so to be abandoned, or to 
the vendees or assignees of such owner or owners as 
their interest may be, whether such owners, vendees, 
or assignees are applicants or not, if they appear and 
show proper cause why such patent should be issued to 
them; but if such owners, vendees, or assignees do not 
file an application, or do not appear and claim that 
such patent should be granted to them, then such pat- 
ent shall be issued to any other applicant who may be 
entitled to the same under the provisions of this statute 
and the laws of this Commonwealth. 

Repeal. Section 6. All acts or parts of acts, general, local, 
or special, in so far as they are inconsistent with this 
act, are repealed. 


APPROVED—The 27th day of June, A. D. 1913. 
JOHN K. TENER. 


The foregoing is a true and correct copy of the Act 
of the General Assembly, No. 382. 


ROBERT McAFEE. 
Secretary of the Commoncealth. 


CANCELLATION OF LAND OFFICE LIENS AND MORTGAGES 


Two Acts of Assembly were passed authorizing the granting of 
patients to delinquent land holders on payment of office fees, and 
the execution of mortgages by the patentees in favor of the Common- 
wealth, as security for the payment of purchase money and interest 
due on such lands, one dated April 4, 1805, and the other dated 
March 1, 1811. 

The provisions of those Acts, so far as related to the granting of 
patents on liens and mortgages, were subsequently extended, with 
certain modifications, for a number of years and resulted in the 
issuance of nine hundred and eighty-eight patents, under the above 
named conditions (not including those issued on settlement in full, 
under other laws, during the same time), on which liens and mort- 
gages remain uncancelled to the number of seventy-two. 

In view of the fact that the cancellation of Land Office liens for 
unpaid purchase money and fees due the Commonwealth on un- 
patented lands had already been authorized by law, on payment of 
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the uniform sum of fifteen dollars in each case, the Legislature 
deemed it just and equitable to extend similar provisions to the can- 
cellation of liens and mortgages on patented lands entered of record 
in the Department of Internal Affairs, and in the respective counties 
where such lands are located, as set forth in the following Act of 
Assembly: 

AN ACT 


Providing for the cancellation of certain liens, bonds, and mort- 

gauges, now held by the Department of Internal Affairs for 

unpaid purchase money and interest on lands for which patents 

have been issued, and which remain unsatisfied on the lien 

docket and other records of that department; and providing 

for the forwarding by the Secretary of Internal Affairs of certi- 

fied statements of the cancellation to the respective counties 

affected, that such statements may be recorded in the counties 

where the land lies; and that the record thereof or certified 

copies thereof shall be evidence where the said certified state- 

ment would be evidence. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of 
Internal Affairs is hereby authorized to cancel any Department of 
and all liens, bonds, and mortgages, now held by said 
department against lands of this Commonwealth for 
unpaid purchase money and interest thereon, on which 
patents have been issued, and made proper entry of 
satisfaction on the lien docket and mortgage book, and Cancellation of 
other records of said department, on receipt of the “t#™ "™- 
sum of fifteen dollars, covering lien docket and record- 
ing fees, for each tract of land found entered on said 
lien docket and so released. 

Section 2. The Secretary of Internal Affairs shall certinea state. 
also forward a certified statement of the cancellation ™** 
of any of said liens to the prothonotary’s office of the 
county or counties in which they are found entered 
under the provisions of the act of Assembly of May 
twentieth, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-four, 
and the supplement thereto, approved April fourth, 
one thousand eight hundred and sixty-eight, to the end 
that proper entry and satisfaction may be made in 
the records of that office, under the provisions of this 
act: Provided also, That said certified statement may proviso. 
be recorded in the office for recording deeds in the 
county where the land lies, and the record thereof or 
duly certified copies thereof shall be evidence in all , 

2 ecord as evi- 

cases where any certified statement of such cancella- dence. 
tion would be evidence. 


APPROVED—The 29th day of April, A. D. 1911. 
JOHN K. TENER. 


The foregoing is a true and correct copy of the act 
of the General Assembly No. 100. 


ROBERT McAFEE. 
Secretary of the Commonwealth. 


Blank application forms have been prepared in conformity with 
above Act, which will be furnished to applicants on request. 
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OUTLINE OF PROCEDURE UNDER PROVISIONS OF THE 
ACT OF MAY 3, 1909, AND OTHER EXISTING LAWS. 


For the information of persons interested in applications for 
vacant land in this Commonwealth, the following outline of pro- 
cedure under the provisions of the Act of May 3, 1909, is herewith 
given: 

Blank forms for applications for warrants to survey both im- 
proved and unimproved vacant lands and vacant islands are fur- 
nished to applicants on request. Efforts have been made to render 
the blanks intelligible and footnotes of instructions for filling will 
be found printed thereon. 

The names of warrantee adjoiners should be given by the appli- 
cant in the places indicated on the blanks, as the Department of In- 
ternal Affairs contains no records of owners of lands in this State 
subsequent to the granting of warrants and patents. The titles of 
subsequent owners are matters of record in the counties where the 
lands are located. 

A draft of the land applied for is required to be given on the third 
page of the application blank, and it is found best to have the draft 
made by a competent draftsman from actual survey notes. The 
draft should give the names and location of warrantee adjoiners. 

In applications for improved vacant land the witness should give 
the date of first improvement when possible for the purpose of en- 
abling the Department to compute interest due on the purchase 
money. When the date of improvement is not given in the applica- 
tion, the Department is compelled by law to charge interest on lands 
within the purchase of 1768 from the Indians, from the first day of 
March, 1770, less seven years for the period of the War of the Ameri- 
can Revolution, and within previous purchase, from the first day of 
March, 1775, at the rate of three per cent. per annum, the purchase 
price being 26 2-3 cents per acre, except for lands situated within 
the so-called “Seventeen Townships” pf Luzerne county, now in the 
counties of Luzerne, Wyoming and Bradford, which were surveyed 
under direction of Commissioners into four classes, the first, second 
and third class being chargeable with interest on the unpaid portion 
of purchase money at the rate of two per cent. per annum, and the 
fourth class at the rate of six per cent. per annum, the purchase price 
fixed by the Commissioners being two dollars per acre for first class, 
$1.20 per acre for second class, fifty cents per acre for third class, 
and eight and three-fourth cents per acre for fourth class lands. 

On improved lands lying north and west of the Ohio and Alle. 
gheny rivers and Conewango creek, within the purchase of 1784, in- 
terest is chargeable at the rate of three and one-half per cent. per 
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annum, from April 3, 1797, to date of application, when the date of 
first improvement cannot be given, the purchase price being twenty 
cents per acre. | 

On improved lands within the purchase of 1784, east of the Alle 
gheny river and Conewango creek, interest is chargeable at the rate 
of three per cent. per annum from date of first improvement, the pur- 
chase price being 262-3 cents per acre, except such lands as have 
been settled on agreeably to the Act of April 3, 1792, between the 
ord of April, 1792, and the 1st of September, 1817. 

The territory embraced within the so-called “Erie Triangle,” con- 
taining 202,287 acres, now comprising a large part of Erie county, 
was conveyed to the State of Pennsylvania by a deed dated March 
3, 1792, from the United States Government, signed by George Wash- 
ington, President, and Thomas Jefferson, Secretary of State, for the 
consideration of $151,640.25, or at the rate of 75 cents an acre. This 
purchase having been completed before the passage of the Act of 
April 3, 1792, the lands within the Erie Triangle became subject to 
preemption and sale under the provisions of that Act, except the 
“Erie Reserve,” which now embraces the city of Erie. The inlots 
and outlots of the “Inrie Reserve” were laid out and sold at com- 
missioners’ sales under the provisions of the Act of April 18, 1795, 
and subsequent Acts, interest on unpaid portions of purchase money 
on such lots being now chargeable at the rate of two per cent. per 
annum from date of sale when not found entered on the lien docket. 

The reserve tracts adjoining the towns of Erie, Franklin, Warren 
and Waterford were surveyed and sold by Commissioners under the 
provisions of the Act of April 11, 1799. This Act prescribes a mini- 
mum price per acre and terms of sale. Two other reservations were 
made by an Act of Assembly passed March 12, 1783, which provided 
for the surveying and sale of what are known as the “Depreciation 
Lands,” lying north and west of the Ohio and Allegheny rivers. This 
Act also directed the reservation, for the use of the State, of three 
thousand acres on the Allegheny and Ohio rivers, opposite Fort 
Pitt, since known as the “Allegheny Reserve,” now Allegheny City, 
and three thousand acres on the Ohio river and on both sides of 
Beaver creek, including Fort McIntosh, since known as the “Beaver 
Reserve,” on which the towns of Beaver and Rochester are now 
located. 

A large portion of the “Beaver Reserve” was laid out into town 
and outlots under provisions of the Act of Assembly of September 
28, 1791, which Act also prescribed their manner of sale by Commis- 
sioners appointed by the Governor. They were sold at public auc- 
tion between the years 1793 and 1835, on terms prescribed by said 
Act of Assembly and subsequent Acts. 
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The “Allegheny Reserve” was surveyed into town and outlots in 
1788, under an order of the Supreme Executive Council of Pennsyl- 
vania, dated September 11, 1787, and sold at public auction in much 
the same manner as the “Beaver Reserve’ lots. 

The Act of Assembly of 1791 authorized the Governor to make 
conveyances, and the records of the Department of Internal Affairs 
contain evidence that many patents were issued for lots which were 
sold, but in most cases no records of such patents are found in this 
Department, nor at the respective county seats where they could 
have been recorded. It is, therefore, not certainly known what be- 
came of the patents after they were issued and forwarded from the 
Land Office, so far as this Department is aware. Frequent requests 
for copies of those patents are received, which we, of course, cannot 
furnish. 

The several Proprietary Manors were excluded from the ordinary 
sale of lands on warrants and the deputy surveyors were prohibited 
from executing such warrants for individuals, within the manors 
already located. They were surveyed and set apart for the private 
use of the proprietaries and were sold by them on special terms and 
conditions. The Manor lands duly surveyed and returned to the 
Proprietaries on or before the fourth day of July, 1776, were re- 
served to them by the “Divesting Act” of June 28, 1779, all other 
unappropriated public lands becoming vested in the Commonwealth 
under that Act. By the same Act, arrearages of purchase money, 
except on parts of Manors, were made payable to the Common- 
wealth. 

Our grateful appreciation is due our early lawmakers for their 
generosity in recognizing the patriotic services of our pioneer citi- 
zens by liberal grants of the public domain to officers and soldiers 
for military services, and to academies, colleges and churches for 
the advancement of the educational and spiritual welfare of our peo- 
ple, and to numerous private citizens for other appropriate reasons 
as shown in our statute books and the records of this Department. 

After an application has been received in the Department of In- 
ternal Affairs, it becomes the duty of the Secretary of Internal 
Affairs to make an investigation and file a report on the question of 
vacancy of the land described in the application. Should he not be 
able to determine the question satisfactorily from the records on file 
and the information contained in the application, he may cause sur- 
veys to be made on the ground at the expense of the State, for the 
purpose of obtaining additional information for his investigation 
and report. After the report of the Secretary is filed, it becomes the 
duty of the Department to notify the applicant of his decision in the 
case. If the report of the Secretary is favorable to the granting of a 
wa: rant, it is then in order for the Department to publish a notice 
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of the filing of the application for three succesive weeks in a news- 
paper of the county, nearest the location of the land, at the expense 
of the State. 


If the land is unimproved, the law requires that it be offered to 
the State Forestry Reservation Commission for forestry purposes. 
If they notify the Department of their desire to take the land for 
forestry purposes, it is then conveyed to that Commission in the 
usual manner, free of charge. In case the Commission declines to 
take the land for forestry purposes, appraisers are appointed to de- 
termine its value per acre. The report of the appraisers forms a 
basis for computation of the whole amount of purchase money due 
on the tract. It then becomes the duty of the Department to notify 
the applicant of the amount of purchase money due under the ap- 
praisement, with five dollars added for warrant fee. The applicant 
has ninety days in which to make payment after the date of the fil- 
ing of the appraisers’ report, in case he desires to obtain title from 
the State for the land. 


Upon receipt of the purchase money and warrant fee by the De 
partment on applications for either improved or unimproved vacant 
land, a warrant will be issued in the name of the applicant, directed 
to the County Surveyor of the county in which the land is located, 
and on a return of a draft of the land by the County Surveyor to 
the Department, and its acceptance, a patent will be issued on the 
same upon receipt of ten dollars patent fee in case the tract contains 
more than five acres and five dollars in case the tract contains 
five acres or less: Provided, That no caveat is filed in the meantime 
against the issuance of a warrant or granting of a patent on the same. 


When a caveat is filed and recorded, all other proceedings in the 
case are stopped until it is disposed of by the Board of Property. 
A caveat does not bar the issuance of a patent for a longer period 
than two years in case no citation is issued before that time to bring 
the matter before the Board of Property for its determination. 


VACANT ISLANDS. 


Islands in navigable rivers of this State were never subject to the 
ordinary modes of disposing of public lands, either under the Pro- 
prietaries or the Commonwealth, but since the provisions of the 
Acts of both 1905 and 1909 relating to applications and granting of 
titles for unimproved lands are nearly identical with the modes of 
procedure under older laws for vacant islands, it has been deemed 
advisable to subject applications for vacant islands to the same man- 
ner of investigation regarding the question of vacancy as is now 
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practiced by this Department in case of other vacant lands under 
the Act of 1909. The rules and regulations of this Department for 
advertising applications, the ascertainment of value by appraise- 
ment, the granting of warrants and patents are exactly the same in 
both cases, with the exception that the law governing islands fixes 
a minimum price of eight dollars per acre, which must be regarded 
by the appraisers. 


Investigations of applications for vacant islands are found diffi- 
cult in many cases by reason of changes in form and size, brought 
about in the course of time by natural causes. Old descriptions are 
hard to identify as to location and reference points, under present 
conditions. The names of shore owners, where such were given in the 
older applications, are now, in many cases, unknown to present in- 
habitants of the region where the islands are located. In some cases 
the names of islands have been changed, which adds to the confusion 
of unintelligible descriptions. Old islands have been washed away 
and many new ones have been formed during the last hundred years. 
as clearly indicated by maps on file in this Department. The prac- 
tice of this office now requires the location of imperishable shore 
marks to be given in the applications, where possible, in addition to 
names of shore owners, for assistance in future identification when 
needed. 


EXCESS SURVEYS. 


Excess surveys are those in which the area returned by the County 
Surveyors is in excess of the quantity called for in the warrant. 
The law requires the payment of purchase money on the excess area, 
at the rate called for in the warrant, with interest at same rate, if 
any there be, before a patent can issue. 


SHORTAGE IN QUANTITY. 


In preparing applications for vacant land it is advisable for the 
applicant to have the lines run and the area ascertained by a com- 
petent surveyor, in order to avoid much loss in quantity when the 
return is made by the County Surveyor on the warrant, for the 
reason that purchase money cannot be refunded by the Department 
of Internal Affairs on deficiency in quantity after the granting of 
the warrant, since the whole of the purchase money must be remitted 
to the State Treasury as prerequisite to the issuance of the warrant, 
from whence it cannot be withdrawn without a special Act of the 
Legislature. 
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DEFINITIONS AND RULES RELATING TO LAND SURVEYS 
IN PENNSYLVANIA. 


In making land surveys in Pennsylvania the lineal units of meas- 
urement used are the rod, equal to sixteen and a half lineal feet, and 
the foot equal to twelve lineal inches. The rod is used as the unit 
of measurement for farm or tract lines in the rural districts and the 
foot is used as the unit for measurement of property lines in towns 
and cities. 

The perch is equal to one square rod, or 272} square feet. In 
computing areas of land the acre is used as a unit of quantity, equal 
to 160 perches or square rods, and is sometimes called an acre, 
“strict measure.” The fractional parts of an acre are expressed in 
perches or decimal parts of an acre. This form of acre is used in 
computing the area of islands by this Department, and in the usual 
conveyancing of lands between individuals. 

In computing areas of public or State lands, the law permits a de 
duction of six per cent. for roads, etc., called an “allowance,” go that 
the land office acre consists of 169.6 perches. or square rods, which 
should be observed by county surveyors in preparing their returns 
on land office warrants for transmittal to the Department of Inter- 
nal Affairs. In tabulation of surveys the usual method of reducing 
perches to land office acres is to divide the perches by 169.6, and the 
remaining perches by 106, which gives the area in acres and perches, 
and an allowance of six per cent. The fractional part of an acre 
is sometimes given in decimal form instead of perches. 


WHAT HAS BEEN ACCOMPLISHED SINCE THE PASSAGE 
OF THE WEIGHT AND MEASURE ACT OF MAY, 11, 1911. 


When the Bureau of Standards organized in 1911 there were but 
_Seventeen of the various commodities that had a legal standard 
weight. The Commodities Act, known as No. 445, passed by the 
Legislature of 1913, fixed a legal standard for eighty-seven commo- 
cities. | 

During the year 1913 there were reported to tht Bureau of 
Standards 201,501 inspections of weighing and measuring devices. 
31,986 of those devices were found to be incorrect. 7,310 were 
adjusted to: meet the requirements of the standard as provided by 
the State. 24,676 were found in such a condition that they could 
not be adjusted and were confiscated by the Inspectors, thus pre 
venting thei further use in weighing or measuring commodities, 
thereby protecting the consumer in his purchases. 
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In comparing the weight and measure conditions as they existed 
two years ago with. the conditions as they exist now we find a de 
cided improvement. At that time there were no official inspections 
of weights and measures. The consumers were compelled to ac- 
cept the commodity from the dealer regardless of any deficiency 
which might exist in weight or measure. To complain of the in- 
justice of the use of faulty scales, weights or measures would re- 
ceive little or no attention, as the dealer knew there was no fixed 
standard by which he could be compelled‘ to give the quantity which 
the consumer paid for. The consumer had but one redress—he 
could prosecute the offender for short weight or measure, but when 
the case came before the courts he found he was unable to substan- 
tiate the charges for the reason that he had no standard to test 
the commodity which he purchased. Thus, through lack of evidence, 
he failed to secure a’ conviction and was compelled to pay the costs 
of prosecution. 

Under the present conditions, when a purchaser discovers that 
he has been short-weighted, he notifies the sealer who will imme- 
diately begin an investigation, and if he finds that the purchaser 
‘has been given short weight or measure, he institutes proceedings 
without any expense to the consumer. 

A great writer in one of his works expresses himself in the fol- 
lowing language: “Mortality is a necessity of social life.”If the 
morals of man in his social intercourse with; society are to be the 
standard by which he is to be judged, why should he not be judged 
by the same standard in his business life? Thel relation of human 
being to each other is organic and the conducting of their business 
should be regulated in such a way that their moral standing should 
be above suspicion. The practice of giving short weight and meas- 
ure is not always intentional on the part of the: dealer, but the re- 
sults of this practice mean just as great a loss to the purchaser as 
though it was a deliberate act. There is a moral obligation which 
requires the honest cooperation of business men, whether the evil 
be intentional or not, to assist in its elimination from the business 
life of our State. This can be done only by being willing at all 
times to assist the official inspector to carry out the work of inspec- 
tion. “The object of every weight and measure law is the establish- 
ment of uniformity of standards and the general protection to the 
consumer in his dealings with the merchant as well as the protec- 
tion of the legitimate dealer against the fraudulent practices of the 
illegitimate one. These laws should be so enforced as to secure the 
largest possible protection to the consumer and legitimate dealer 
with the least possible hardship to either of them. Common sense 
should take the place of theory and an equitable enforcement of the 
law between buyer and seller should be the result.” 
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The following Acts of Assembly regulating the inspection of 
scales, weights and measures, and the sale of commodities, were 


passed by the Legislature of 1913: 


No. 444. 
AN ACT 


To amend an act, approved the eleventh day of May, one thou- 
sand nine hundred and eleven, entitled “An act to provide for 
the appointment of count and city inspectors of weights and 
measures; providing for their compensation and expenses; pre- 
scribing their duties; prohibiting vendors from giving false 
or insufficient weights; and fixing the penalties for the violation 
of the provisions hereof 


Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the first section 
of an act, approved the eleventh day of May, one thou- 
sand nine hundred and eleven, entitled “An act to 
provide for the appointment of county and city in- 
spectors of weights and measures; providing for their 
compensation and expenses; prescribing their duties; 
prohibiting vendors from giving false or insufficient 
weights; and fixing the penalties for the violation of 
the provisions hereof,’’ which reads as follows:— 

“Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the several 
boards of county commissioners and the mayors of the 
several cities of the Commonwealth may, and are 
hereby authorized to, appoint such numbers of compe- 
tent persons as inspectors of weights and measures as 
they may deem proper to protect the public from the 
use of false weights and measures, and whose duties it 
shall be to faithfully enforce and execute the laws of 
the Commonwealth, now in existence or which may be 
hereafter enacted, with reference to weights and meas- 
ures: Provided, That the county inspectors of weights 
and measures shall have no authority to inspect 
weights and measures in cities, or to execute the laws 
of the Commonwealth in regard to the same, or the 
ordinances of municipalities as they apply to cities, 
within limits of their respective counties. Neither 
shall the city inspectors have any jurisdiction outside 
of their respective cities. 

The compensation and expenses of such county in- 
spectors shall be fixed by the respective boards of 
county commissioners, and paid by appropriations di- 
rectly from the proper county treasuries; and the com- 
pensation of city inspectors shall be fixed by ordi- 
nance. Such compensation and allowances for ex- 
penses shall be paid by appropriations made from the 
respective city treasuries,” is amended to read as fol- 
lows :— 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the mayors of 
cities of the second and third class, and the several 
boards of county commissioners, shall, respectively, 
appoint one or more competent persons as inspectors 


Weights and 
measures. 


Section 1, act of 
May 11, 1911, cited 
for amendment. 


Inspectors. 





Expenses. 


Proviso. 


Combination. 


Terms, etc. 


Removals. 


Charges. 


Hearings. 


Other services 
prohibited. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE Off. Doc. 
of weights and measures, in the respective county or 
city, whose salary shall not be less than one thousand 
dollars per annum, to be paid out of the respective 
revenues of such county or city: Provided, however, 
That the payment of a minimum salary shall not ap- 
ply to counties having a population of fifteen thou- 
sand or less. In addition to the salary provided by 
law, the said county and city inspectors shall be en- 
titled to receive the actual expenses incurred by them 
personally in performing the duties of their office; 
such as, transportation, hotel, livery, telephone, tel- 
egraph, and postal charges, to be paid by the boards 
of county commissioners of their respective counties, 
on bills itemized and properly sworn to: Provided, 
however, That nothing in this act shall be construed 
to prevent two or more counties, or any county and 
city, from combining the whole or any part of their 
districts, as may be agreed upon by the board of 
county commissioners and mayors of cities, with one 
set of standards and one inspector, upon the written 
consent of the chief of the bureau of standards. Pro- 
vided further, In cities of the first class the inspectors 
shall be appointed by the county commissioners of the 
county in which the said city may be iocated. Any 
inspector appointed in pursuance of an agreement for 
such combination shall, subject to the terms of his 
appointment, have the same authority, and duties 
as if he had been appointed by each of the author- 
ities who are parties to the agreement. The county 
and city inspectors of weights and measures, as ap- 
pointed by the respective counties and cities, shall 
hold their office during good behavior; and shall not 
be removed, discharged, or reduced in pay or po- 
sition, except for inefficiency, incapacity, conduct un- 
becoming employes, or other just cause, and until the 
said officials shall have been furnished with written 
statements of the reason for such removal, discharge, 
or reduction, and shall have been given reasonable 
time to make written answer thereto. Nor shall such 
removal, discharge, or reduction be made until the 
charge or charges shall have been examined into and 
found true in fact by the appointing power of such 
county or city, at a hearing, upon reasonable notice 
to the person charged, at which time he may be rep- 
resented by counsel, and offer testimony or witnesses 
in his own behalf. It shall be unlawful for any sealer 
or inspector of weights and measures, or any of his 
deputies, to perform clerical or other services for the 
county or city of their respective districts. 

Section 2. That section two of said act, which 
reads as follows :— 

“Section 2. That all county and city inspectors so 
appointed shall be supplied, at the expense of their 
respective counties and cities, with standard tests of 
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weights and measures, in conformity with those es- 
tablished by the Government of the United States or 
the Bureau of Standards of the State and the laws 
of this Commonwealth; and to ensure the accuracy 
of these tests they shall be compared with the stand- 
ard tests to be purchased by the Secretary of Internal 
Affairs; and, when so compared and their correctness 
established, they shall be so stamped or marked in 
such manner as may be established by the rules and 
regulations hereinbefore referred to, be put in force 
by said Secretary of Internal Affairs and approved 
by the Governor of the Commonwealth. 

“The inspector shall take charge of and safely keep 
the standards. Where not otherwise provided by law, 
the inspectors shall have the power, within their re- 
spective jurisdictions, to inspect, test, try, and ascer- 
tain if they are correct, all weights, scales, beams, 
measures of every kind, instruments or mechanical 
devices for measurement, and the tools, appliances, 
or accessories connected with any or all such instru- 
ments or measurements, used or employed within the 
city by any proprietor, agent, lessee, or employe in 
determining the size, quantity, extent, area, or mea- 
surement of quantity, things, produce, articles for dis- 
tribution or consumption offered or submitted by any 
person or persons for sale, for hire, or award. He 
may, for the purpose above mentioned and in the gen- 
eral performance of his duty, enter or go into or upon 
and without formal warrant, any stand, place, build- 
ing or premises, or may stop any vendor, peddler, 
junk-dealer, coal-wagon, ice-wagon, or any dealer 
whatsoever, for the purposes of making proper tests. 
Whenever the sealer finds a violation of the statute 
relating to weights and measures, he may seize, with- 
out warrant, such weights, measures, or balances as 
may be necessary to be used as evidence in case of 
violation of the law relative to the sealing of weights 
and measures, and they shall be held until otherwise 
directed by the court;” is amended to read as fol- 
lows :— 

Section 2. That all county and city inspectors so 
appointed shall be supplied, at the expense of their 
respective counties and cities; with standard tests of 
weights and measures, in conformity with those estab- 
lished by the Government of the United States or the 
Bureau of Standards of the State, and the laws of this 
Commonwealth; and to ensure the accuracy of these 
tests as they shall be compared with the standard tests 
to be purchased by the Secretary of Internal Affairs, 
and, when so compared and their correctness estab- 
lished, they shall be so stamped or marked in such 
manner as may be established by the rules and regu- 
lations hereinbefore referred to, to be put in force 
by said Secretary of Internal Affairs, and approved 
by the Governor of the Commonwealth. 
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Each inspector shall report in writing, at least 
once every month, to the Chief of the State Bureau 
of Standards, upon blanks furnished by the Chief. 
Such report shall contain: (1) The number of tests 
inade since the last preceding report. (2) The num- 
ber of weights, measures, and balances found by such 
tests to be correct. (3) The number of weights, mea- 
sures, and balances found by such tests to be false. 
(4) The number of prosecutions instituted by such 
inspector since the last preceding report, together 
with the name of the accused, the title of the court 
where prosecution was instituted, and the result of 
such prosecution. (5) Such other matters as the 
Chief may, from time to time, prescribe. 

The inspectors shall take charge of and safely keep 
the proper standards. They shall be furnished by the 
Chief of the Bureau of Standards of this Common- 
wealth with full specifications of tolerances and al- 
lowances to be used by them in the performance of 
their duties. Each inspector shall have power, within 
his respective jurisdiction, to test all instruments and 
devices used in weighing or measuring anything sold 
or to be sold, and seal the same, if found to be cor- 
rect. Such test shall include all appliances connected 
or used with such instruments or devices. For the 
purpose of making such test, each inspector, at any 
reasonable time and without formal warrant, may 
enter upon any premises; and may, on any public 
highway, stop any vendor or dealer, or the agent or 
servant of such vendor or dealer, or stop any vehicle 
used in delivering any commodity which is weighed 
or measured as delivered. He may condemn and mark 
aus condemned, or may seize, any false or illegal instru- 
ment or device used, or intended to be used, in weigh- 
ing or measuring. If he shall seize any such instru- 
ment or device, he shall retain possession thereof until 
it shall have been used as evidence in any prosecution 
under the laws of this Commonwealth. relating to 
weights and measures or to the sale of commodities. 
After the determination of such prosecution the false 
or illegal instrument or device shall be destroyed, un- 
less otherwise ordered by the proper court. 

Section 3. That section three of said act, which 
reads as follows: 

“Section 3. Whoever himself, or by his servant or 
agent, or as the servant or agent of another person, 
is guilty of giving false or insufficient weight or mea- 
sure, shall, for the first offense, be punished by a fine 
of not more than fifty dollars; for a second offense, by 
a fine of two hundred dollars, and for a subsequent 
offense, by a fine of one hundred dollars, and by inm- 
prisonment for not less than thirty nor more than 
ninety days, at the discretion of the court. 
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“It shall be unlawful for any inspector to use any 
tests or standards, or to attempt to use the same, in 
ascertaining the correctness or accuracy of weights 
and measures, until such comparisons are made and 
their accuracy established, and so stamped or marked; 
_ and any inspector violating the provisions of this act 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon a convic- 
tion therefor shall be fined not exceeding one thousand 
($1,000) dollars, or undergo imprisonment for a pe- 
riod not exceeding one year, or both or either, at the 
discretion of the court,” is amended to read as fol- 
lows :— 

Section 3. Each person who shall, directly or in- 
directly, or by his servant or agent, or as the servant 
or agent of another, violate any of the provisions of 
this act, or give or offer to give any false weight or 
measure, or use any weighing device after it shall 
have been condemned and before it shall have been 
adjusted and sealed, or obstruct or attempt to ob- 
struct any inspector in the performance of his duty, 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. Upon conviction 
thereof such person shall, for the first offense, be 
sentenced to pay a fine not to exceed twenty-five dol- 
alrs; for the second offense shall be sentenced to pay 
a fine not exceding fifty dollars, and for each subse- 
quent offense, such person shall be sentenced to pay 
a fine of not more than one hundred dollars or to 
undergo an imprisonment in the proper county jail 
for not more than thirty days, or both, in the discre 
tion of the court. In default of the payment of any 
fine, as oforesaid, the person convicted shall be sen- 
tenced to serve one day in jail of the proper county 
for each dollar of the fine and costs. 

It shall be unlawful for any inspector to use any 
tests or standards, or to attempt to use the same, 
in ascertaining the correctness or accuracy of weights 
and measures, until such comparisons are made and 
.their accuracy established, and so stamped or marked; 
and any inspector violating the provisions of this act 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction 
therefor shall be fined not exceeding one thousand 
($1,000) dollars, or undergo imprisonment for a pe 
riod not exceeding one yeur, or both or either, at the 
discretion of the court. 

Section 4. All acts or parts of acts, general, local 
or special, inconsistent with any of the provisions of 
this act, are hereby repealed. 


Approved—The 24th day of July, A. D. 1913. 
JOHN K. TENER, 
The foregoing is a true and correct copy of the act 
of the General Assembly No. 44. 
ROBERT McAFEE, 


Secretary of the Commonwealth. 
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No. 445. 
AN ACT 


Defining commodities; regulating the sale thereof; and providing 
_ penalties for violation hereof. 


Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the word “com- 
modity,” as used in this act, shall be taken to mean 
any tangible personal property sold or offered for sale. 

Section 2. All liquid commodities, when sold in 
bulk or from bulk, shall be sold by weight or liquid 
measure. All dry commodities, when sold in bulk or 
from bulk, shall be sold by weight, dry measure or 
numerical count. No dry commodities shall be sold 
by liquid measure; dry commodities in car load lots 
may be sold by weight. 

Section 3. It shall be unlawful to use a measure 
without a bottom in selling any commodity. 

Section 4. It shall be unlawful, in- selling any com- 
modity, to use any measure unless the same shall have 
thereon marked in distinct letters and figures the 
capacity thereof. If such measure be of the capacity 
of one-half bushel or less, or of one-half gallon or less, 
it shall be marked in terms of a quart, dry or liquid 
measure, respectively. If the measure be of the capa- 
city of over one-half bushel, or one-half gallon, it 
shall be marked in terms of a bushel or gallon, respec- 
tively. 

Section 5. It shall be unlawful for any person, 
firm or corporation, with intent to defraud :— 

(1). To sell, or offer for sale, any commodity on 
the container of which is marked any false statement 
respecting the kind, number, quantity, weight, or 
measure of such commodity, or of any part thereof, or 
respecting the place or country where such commodity 
was manufactured or produced, or respecting the qual- 
ity or grade of such commodity. 

(2). To orally or otherwise represent that any com- 
inodity offered for sale in bulk, to which no name or 
trade mark shall be attached, is the manufacture or 
production of some other than the actual manufacturer 
or producer: Provided, That nothing in this act is 
to be construed as applying to drugs, medicines, 
chemicals, or pharmaceutical or proprietary prepara- 
tions used as medicine, nor to toilet preparations. 

Section 6. Whenever any commodity named in this 
section shall be sold by the bushel, the bushel of such 
commodity shall consist of the respective number of 
pounds herein set forth; namely :— 

Alfalfa, seed, sixty pounds. 

Apples, fifty pounds. 

Apples, dried, twenty-five pounds. 
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Barley, forty-seven pounds. 

Beans, dried, sixty pounds. 

Beans, castor (shelled), forty-six pounds. 

Beets, sixty pounds. 

Blue-grass seed, fourteen pounds. 

Bran, twenty pounds. 

Broom-corn seed, fifty pounds. 

Buckwheat, forty-eight pounds. 

Cabbage, fifty pounds. 

Carrots, fifty pounds. 

Cement, one hundred pounds. 

Charcoal, twenty pounds. 

Cherries, with stems, fifty-six pounds. 

(Cherries, stemmed, sixty-four pounds. 

Chestnuts, hulled, fifty pounds. 

Clover seed, sixty pounds. 

Coal, anthracite, seventy-five pounds. 

Coal, bituminous, seventy-six pounds. 

Coal, stone, eighty pounds. 

Coke, forty pounds. 

Corn, shelled, fifty-six pounds. 

Corn, ear (husked), seventy pounds. 

Corn meal, fifty pounds. 

Cranberries, forty pounds. 

Cucumbers, fifty pounds. 

Currants, forty pounds. 

Flaxseed, fifty-six pounds. 

Gooseberries, forty pounds. 

Grapes, forty-eight pounds. 

Hair, (plastering), eight pounds. 

Hemp seed, forty-four pounds. 

Herd’s-grass, forty-five pounds. 

Hickory-nuts, fifty pounds. 

Hominy, sixty pounds. 

Horseradish, fifty pounds. 

Hungarian grass seed, fifty pounds. 

Kaffir corn, fifty-six pounds. 

Lentils, sixty pounds. 

Lime, seventy pounds. 

Linseed, fifty-six pounds. 

’ Malt, thirty-eight pounds. 

Millet, fifty pounds. 

Oats, thirty-two pounds. 

Onions, fifty pounds. 

Onion sets, twenty-eight pounds. 

Orchard grass seed, fourteen pounds. 

Parsnips, fifty pounds. 

Peaches, forty-eight pounds. 

Peaches, dried (peeled), thirty-eight pounds. 

Peaches, dried (unpeeled), thirty-three pounds. 

Peanuts, twenty-two pounds. 

Pears, fifty pounds. 

Peas, green (unshelled), fifty-six pounds. 
-4A.—T—1913 
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Peas, dried, sixty pounds. 

Plums, sixty-four pounds. 

Popcorn (unshelled), fifty-six pounds. 
Potatoes, sixty pounds. 

Potatoes, (sweet), fifty-four pounds. 
Quinces, forty-eight pounds. 

Rape seed, fifty pounds. 

Raspberries, forty-eight pounds. 
Redtop grass seed, fourteen pounds. 
Rice, rough, forty-five pounds. 
Rutabages, sixty pounds. 

Rye, fifty-six pounds. 

Rye meal, fifty pounds. 

Salt, (coarse), eighty-five pounds. 
Salt, (ground), sixty-two pounds. 
Sand, one hundred pounds. 

Shorts, twenty pounds. 

Sorghum seed, fifty pounds. 

Spelt, forty pounds. 

Strawberries, forty-eight pounds. 
Timothy-grass seed, forty-five pounds. 
Tomatoes, sixty pounds. 

Turnips, sixty pounds. 

Walnuts (common), fifty pounds. 
Wheat, sixty pounds. 


Section 7. If in package form, the quantity of the 
contents shall be plainly and conspicuously marked 
on the outside of the package in terms of weight, 
measure, on numerical count: Provided, however, 
That reasonable variations shall be permitted; and 
tolerances and also exemptions as to small packages 
shall be established by rules and regulations made by 
the Chief of the Pennsylvania Bureau of Standards. 


Section 8. Each person, firm or corporation that 
shall violate any of the provisions of this act shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction 
thereof, before any alderman, magistrate or justice 
of the peace of the proper county, for first offense shall 
be fined not more than twenty-five dollars; upon con- 
viction for the second offense, such person, firm, or 
corporation shall be fined not less than twenty-five 
dollars nor more than one hundred dollars; and, upon 
conviction for the third and each subsequent offense, 
such person, firm, or corporation shall be fined not 
less than one hundred dollars nor more than two hun- 
dred and fifty dollars. 

Section 9. It shall be the duty of the proper city 
and county inspectors of weights and measures to en- 
force the provisions of this act. 

Section 10. This act shall go into effect the first 
day of January, one thousand nine hundred fourteen: 
Provided, however, That no penalty shall be enforced 
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for any violation of its provisions as to domestic pro- 
ducts prepared, or foreign products imported, prior Proviso. 
to eighteen months after its passage. 

Section 11. All acts or parts of an act, general, 
local or special, inconsistent with any of the provisions Bepeal. 
of this act, are repealed. 


Approved—The 24th day of July, A. D. 1913. 
JOHN K. TENER. 


The foregoing is a true and correct copy of the act 
of the General Assembly No. 445. 


ROBERT McAFEER, 
Secretary of the Commonwealth. 
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ASSESSMENTS AND TAXES. 





Report of the Bureau of Assessments and Taxes in the Department 
of Internal Affairs for 1913. 


This Bureau presents herewith the usual tables showing the as- 
sessment and collection of taxes for local purposes for the year 
ending November 30, 1913. They show large increases in almost 
all the items, which attest the progress and prosperity of the Com- 
monwealth. ; 

This Bureau has in the past made many suggestions for enlarg- 
ing the scope of its operations, but the Legislature has never deemed 
them to be of sufficient importance to incorporate them into law. 
Some of these suggestions looked towards giving the Bureau certain 
supervisory powers for the purpose of making assessments through- 
out the State more uniform and scientific, and to relieve from abuses 
which result chiefly from the shortcomings of local assessors. The 
importance of collecting complete and accurate statistics of the 
actual results obtained from any tax system can scarcely be es- 
timated. It is certainly very difficult to measure the efficiency of 
any system unless the exact facts relating thereto are ascertained. 
Even in the event of the adoption of a new system of taxation by 
the State, there would be no safe standard for comparison of results 
if statistics now being gathered and published from year to year are 
not in proper form. 

We believe that the present forms should be revised, at least in 
the following respects: 

1. In each municipal division the proceeds of loans for improve. 
ments should be returned separately and not as taxes levied and ex- 
pended in the current year. | 

2. The cost of collecting all taxes should be returned by each 
municipal division. 

3. <All exemptions should be classified and so returned by each 
assessment division in the State, 
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ASSESSMENT AND TAX STATISTICS. 





The work of this Bureau is confined entirely to receiving reports 
containing statistical information relating to assessments and taxes, 
annually, from the Commissioners of the several counties. The 
appended tables give the figures in detail for each district in the 
State, as well as the totals for the counties and the State. For the 
convenience of those who may not care to consult the tables, we 
present the following interesting summaries: 


ASSESSMENTS. 
(Cents are dropped in all items.) 
Total number of taxables, ............- 2. e ee eeee 2,490,246 
Total number of acres, cleared land, ............ 16,724,949 
Total number of acres, timberland, .............. 7,174,002 
Total assessed value of real estate, .............6.. $5,867,775,686 
Total value of real estate exempt, ................ $666,029,886 
Total value of real estate taxable, ................ $5,201,745,800 
Total number of horses, mares, ete., ............006: 586,888 
Total value of horses, mares, etc., .............05. $38,178,245 
Total number of neat cattale, ................005. 615,510 
Total value of neat cattle, ............. eee eee eee $13,724,893 
Total value of salaries, officers, etc., .............. $208,742,883 
Total value of property assessed for county purposes, $5,462,391,821 
Total amount of county tax assessed, ............ $34,963,294 
‘otal amount of money at interest, ............... $1 341,717,364 
Total value of stages, omnibuses, ete., ............ $895,397 
Total value of property taxable for State purposes, $1.342,612,761 
Total amount of State tax assessed, .............. $5,370,590 
Total debt of counties, ......... 0. cc cece eee ee ees $125,614,702 
TAXES. 

Total amount of taxes collected or appropriated for 

ING! “POOP, cise Weeds Vere eea eed Me aeweeke k $5,070,104 
Total amount of taxes collected for streets, roads 

Ald. “PMAGES: + 1304 tel osesmrt ended aakas tes $21,128,855 
Total amount of taxes collected for schools, (exclu- 

sive of State appropriations,) ...............6.. $32,761,526 
Total amount of taxes collected for all purposes not 

included in 1, 2 and 38, ........... cece eee ween $50,127,098 


Total amount of taxes collected for all purposes, ... $109,087.585 
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Total amount of taxes collected on personal property, 
Total amount of taxes collected on occupations and 
emplyments, 25 ossivenieeeceansaaad wk shades 
Total amount of taxes collected on licenses, includ- 
ing liquor licenses, ........... ccc eee e cece eeees 
Total amount of taxes collected on real estate of rail- 
road COrporations: joi. awe seu vende eae eee nee 
Total amount of taxes collected on real estate of 
other corporations, - 


oeeveeeee#ee#e8#e#erteeseseeee7eee#ee#e#etee#te#stees8e@ 


Number of taxables, 
Number of acres, cleared land, ................206- 
Assessed value of all real estate, ..............60.. 
Assessed value of real estate exempt, .............. 
Value of real estate taxable, .................eeee, 
Number of horses, mares, etc., 
Value of horses, mares, etc., 
Value of neat cattle, 
Value of salaries, ocupations, etc., ............0.08. 
Value of property assessed for county purposes, ... 
Amount of county taxes assessed, ........ GRteiesee 
Amount of money at interest, 
Value of stages, carriages, omnibuses, etc., ......... 
Value of property taxable for State purposes, ...... 
Amount of State tax assessed, 
Total debt of counties, 


eoee#e#e#8eee#ee#8*#e#eee#rft8eeee¢ 8 @#@€ 6¢66@hUcemhUchlUmO 


Number of acres, timber land, .................... 
Number of neat cattle, ......... cc cece cee eee ees 


Taxes collected or appropriated for the poor, ....... 
Taxes collected for streets, roads and bridges, ...... 
Taxes collected for schools, ...........cccceeecens 
Taxes collected for all purposes not in 1, 2 and 3, ... 
Taxes collected for all purposes, .................. 
Taxes collected on personal property, .............. 
Taxes collected on occupations, etc., ...........006. 
Taxes collected on real estate of other corporations, 


Taxes collected on licenses (including liquor licenses), 
Taxes collected on real estate of railroad corporations, 


oe se @eeeeoveeer#te?8tese7rn2nt eeeee#s#eseeeees 


5B 
$6,793,270 


$2,760,713 
$7,777,149 
$1,620,497 


$11,486,035 


Increases. 
40,811 
433,882 
$659,644,073 
$48,912,863 
$610,731,210 
602 
$2,270,450 
$118,817 


~ $11,215,877 


$624 336,354 
$655,263 
$78,194,037 
$240,367 
$78,434,404 
$306,288 
$1,127,761 
Decreases. 
641,313 
20,309 


Increases. 
$647,752 
$5,322,523 
$2,809,994 
$912,255 
$9,692,523 
$1,469,429 
$101,716 
$650,948 

Decreases. 
$212,266 
$422,308 
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The following statement shows the totals of several items of as- 


sessments and taxes for the two counties of Philadelphia and AlI- 
legheny: 


ASSESSMENTS. 
Total number of taxables, ............ ccc eee eee eee 751,529 
Total money at interest, .......... 0. cece ween $838,301,229 
Total value of real estate taxable, ................ $2,667 544,220 
Total debt of counties, ........ 0... ccc cece wee eens $110,580,452 
TAXES. 
Taxes collected or appropriated for poor, .......... $2,342,649 
Taxes collected for streets, roads, etc. ............ $8,696,407 
Taxes collected for schools, ..............ceceeees $14,944,027 
Total amount of taxes collected, ........ ph eunea es $60,671,680 
Total taxes collected from licenses, ................ $4,884,160 
Total taxes collected from personal property, ...... $4,350,027 


Taxes collected from real estate of railroad companies, $982,009 
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First Division. 


Showlng the smvunt of taxes collected In the county 


Second Division 
Showing a specific return of all taxes on the 
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for all purposes, 
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$113,765 72 


$18, 203 88 


$125,665 22 


$60,455 70 $100,569 68 


$1,359, 797 42 


$744,698 16 


oa 


$198,293 64 


FAYETTE COUNTY. 


$116,805 62 


Total, 
$52.000.00 by requisition of the directors of the poor. 


*Column No. 2, amount appropriated by councils. 


Wayne townsbip, 

Waterford township, 

Waterford borough, ........... 
Washington township, .......c.ccsccescees 
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6th ward,....... 
7th ward,....... 


Names of Assessment Districts. 


Belle Vernon borough, ... 
Brownsville borough, . 
Brownsville township, 
Bullskin township, . 
Connellsville—Ist ward,... 
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Showing the amount of taxes collected in the county 


return of all taxes on the 
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y treasury for the support of the poor and repairs to county home. 
$21,554.53 was paid out of the county tresaury for the maintenance and trangportation of Lehigh county inmates at State Institution for the Insane. 


$31,507.56 was paid out of the county treasury for the construction and repair of county bridges. 


$41,418.96 was paid out of the count 
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The county commissioners paid the poor orders out of the general fund. Amount, $42, 346.66. 
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First Division. 
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First Division. 
Showing the amount of taxes collected in the count 


for all purposes. 
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Warne township, ........ 
Washington township, 
West Penn township, ... 


Union township, North, . 
Walker township, ........ 


Union township, eis cates 
Union township, Bast, .. 


Tower City, ...... 


$435,808 17 $1,453,402 41 $45,385 91 $75,248 76 $252,603 33 $7,980 94 $596,204 09 


$849,485 10 $668,609 14 


eoeonrnenen 


Total, @eseeoeoee 


propriation from the tax levied for county purposes. 


oor, $79,486.00; total, $127, 686.00. 


dc 


8,200.00; in 
es, etc., $8,274.21. 


1912, 


dg 


The poor of Schuylkill county are supported by an 
Amount expended for roads, bri 


Amount appropriated for outdoo 
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First Division. 
Showlng the amount of taxes collected In the count 


Second Division 
Showing a wepecific return of all taxes on the 


subjects named. 
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for all purposes. 
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